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He you ever thought what a large part the | 
word “safe” plays in our everyday life? We 
are careful to insure the protection of our valuable 
papers and documents in safes or in safety deposit 
vaults. We talk and read about “‘safety first.”” We give 
careful consideration to safe investments, and before 
we entrust any money to a bank we carefully inquire 
whether or not it is safe. 


In one sense the advertising columns of The Sun- 
day School Times constitute a safe to which you may 
go for carefully scrutinized advertising as a guide to 
your investment in church and Sunday-school sup- 
plies, equipment and accessories and many other 
articles of general interest to the Christian public. 
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The Placing of The Crown 


By Carl W. Hiser 


HAT: aureole that self would place 
On this most undeserving brow 
I crave, if it might worthy be, 
To bring to Thee forever, now. 


But where’can earth’s most priceless gem. 
Be only found, faif as Thou art; 

So having naught of this, I bring 
A lowly and a contrite heart; 


For. even this thou wilt not spurn, 
Nor penitential tears despise, 

Albeit, it were better to obey 
Than all our sacrifice. 


Yet how, O God, can those obey 
Who unto self have never died, 

Nor learned the life that blooms from death, 
Nor washed in Calvary’s crimson tide ? 


Thy mandates are too holy pure, 

Too high and hard for self to keep; 
Work in us then, the power of sin 

To cancel clean, and bury deep, 


With all the self, so loathe to die 
Upon its unalluring cross, 
Then in life’s newness raise us up, 
To crown Thee Lord, who bore our loss. 





Love Letters 
’  -It-is not to be wondered at that love letters are 


Pften cherished possessions. A touching instance of 
this was recently reported in the New York Times, 
by a cabled dispatch from London. An old lady of 
eighty-two years had treasured a letter that she had re- 
ceived sixty-two years ago from the young man she 
had promised to marry. He died while they were still 
engaged, and, after her death last month, the love 
letter that she had kept since 1864 was placed with a 
wreath of lilies on her casket just before she was 
lowered into the grave. We who look to Christ as 


Saviour’ treasure a love letter that was written longer 
ago than that. It is the New Testament, or New 
Covenant, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and it contains 
the wonderful that “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that y ver 
believeth in. him should not perish, but have €verlast- 
ing life.” Many have gone down into death clinging 
to that love letter from God, and knowing that, be- 
cause it was written to them and they had accepted 
their Lover-Saviour, therefore not even death would 
be able to separate them from the love of God, which 
is in) Christ Jesus our Lord. 


a 


The Nurse’s Second Mile 


It is not Christian to do all that is ‘expected of us. 
Unbelievers often do that. Christianity more 
than that. A man in a hospital, just ‘after a severe 
operation, asked his nurse to turn his pillow. She at 
once rearranged two pillows, and madesim much more 
comfortable. As minute after minute’ hour after 
hour dragged on, he noticed that er he asked 
this nurse for anything, she always did more than he 
asked: did it instantly and cheerily. lly he asked 
her if she remembered what the Lord about going 
“the second mile,” and told her how tefully he had 
noticed that she always went that mile. And it 
meant, oh, so much, to a weak, suff patient lying 
there in helplessness! -This man ‘learned a new 
lesson from his nurse; all unconscio: she was show- 
ing him the meaning of that grace of God that does 
“exceeding abundantly above all that. we ask or think,” 
The world about us is sick and suffering. That isewhy 
our Lord asks those who have received the fullness of 
his grace to represent him truly to thi§ sin-sick world, 
and always to go the second mile in-Joving, unselfish 
service. If we do this we may win séme to Him who 
alone makes the second mile possible. © 


a“ 

Conscious Salvation 

God wants us to know that we are saved. The best 
way to know our salvation is to know our Saviour. If 
we would know him we must learn all we can. aboiit 
him,— God gives us that knowledge by his Word; and 
we are to feed on this by reading it daily and deeply. 
Then if we would know him we must talk with him; 








and that privileges we enter into by the communion of 
prayer. We must also think about him, as we can by 
meditating on his wondrous beaitty and love and right- 
eousness and grace. And we must do his will; for we 
cannot know One whom we disobey and grieve. A 
contributor to The Sunday School Times, in a per- 
sonal letter to the Editor, closes with the words, “ ... 
wishing for you a brimming | of conscious salva- 
tion.” The secret of this is faith: faith that uses the 
means of acquaintance that God. has provided: ; 
old “Uncle John Morrison,” saved wnder Moody’s 
preaching many years ago; and a shining light of tes- 
timony in the Moody Church until he was called to be 
with the Lord he knew so well, used to say to his 
friends whenever he met them, “I’m glad I'm saved!” 
Uncle John’s salvation, forty. years after he was saved, 
never grew commonplace to him... For he got to know 
his Saviour better and better. He always seemed to 
drink from a brimming cup of conscious salvation. 
And when our cup-is brimming, others can share it too, 


em 
Our Little Trouble 


There are those who tell us that our greatest 
troubles are too small for God to bother with. ‘Such 
“comforters” do not know God and his Word. In the 
days of Ezra and Nehemiah, when Israel had been per- 
mitted to return from captivity into her own land, 
and God’s law was being read arid obeyed again, a 
 sxpemp “ate er was offered by the priests and Levites: 
“Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and 
the terrible God, who keepes 
not all the trouble seem Kittle before thee, that hath 
come upon us. ... Howbeit thou art just in all that is 
brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but we have 
done wickedly” (Neh. 9:32, 33). There was no danger 
of Israel’s trouble seeming little to the God who had 
called and redeemed her. And, while he had to bring 
trouble upon her-because of his love, and in order to 
call her back to himself, the moment she confessed her 
sin and his righteousness God put himself between her 
and her trouble and out fresh evidences of his 
loving care. He is “just the same today.” 
troubles seeming little to him, he says: “The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not 


therefore.” There is*no such thing as “little” tr i 
in the sight of our God and Saviour. Anything iat’ 


troubles us is so large to him that he sacrificed th 
own life in order to bring us safely through. a 


The Goings of God 


Atlantic rearing itself into a mighty ‘wave-covered 


I’ YOU have ever watched several’acres of gray 
swell, the verse will almost certainly have come 


to your mind, “Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in’ 


the great waters” (Psa. 77: 19). S ways are to 
be discovered in his works. “The invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead” (Rom, 1:20). The 
goings of God, too, have been seer over and over again 
in his gracious interventions in the national life of 
Israel. “Our God is the God of. salvation [deliver- 
ances]” (Psa, 68:20). This has beén paralleled in 
the history of the people of God, alike in Great 
Britain and America, God’s goings may be studied in 
the history of the Spanish Armada, in the surrender 
of Lee at Appomattox, and the close of the Civil War, 
or in the story of the World War. His ways are re- 
vealed in human history. But most clearly of all have 
they been shown in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Pre-eminently Christ is God’s way. “I am the way” 
(John 14:6).° The Lord Jesus Christ was God’s way 
of approach to man, as he is the only way by which 
man can approach God. In prophetic anticipation of 
this, which was at the same time an acknowledgment 
of past deliverances, David sang, “They have seen thy 
goings, O God; even the goings of my God, my King” 
(Psa. 68 : 24). - 
We turn, then, to study a little the goings of our God 
-and King as set forth in the ministry of.our Lord 
Jesus Christ. First of all we read, “He stedfastly set 


his face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). It was 
goitig to the cross for us,—and for our i i It 
Was going to certain shame and torture and death, but 
it was a going with no hesitation apparent in poise or 
bearing. Of him it might have been said, as Of his 
servant Moses, “He had respect unto the recompence 
of the reward” (Heb. 11:26). His people have to 
follow the same road. Paul could speak of himself as 

lling up that which is behind of the sufferings of 
Christ (Col, 1:24). “Wherever I have seen the print 
of his shoe in the earth, there have I coveted to set my 
foot, too.” It is the speech of brave Mr, Standfast in 
the immortal allegory. “These are they which follow 
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth” is the divine descrip- 
tion of the firstfruits of the people of God” (Rev. 


14: 4). 
“When he teth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them” (John 10:4). It does not ‘matter, Chris- 


tian, what your circumstances or expériences are going 
to be. It is the Lord ‘himself. who blazes the trail for 
his people. He is the author-and captain of our sal- 
vation (Heb. 2:10). But the. word means a scout, a 
leader, an explorer. So when in following the Lamb 
you have come into sorrows and dis intments 
and difficulties and losses, and perhaps sickness and 
death for yourself or your loved ones, remember that 
“he goeth before.” “He knoweth the way that I take” 
(Job 23: 10) ; he knows it perfectly." He can lead you 
home safely, whether it be through the grave and 
gate of death, or by way of the rapture, | 

Then, too, recall how he says concerning poor dead 


t covenant and mercy, let. © 


As for our °° 
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Lazarus, “I go, that I may awake him out of sleep” (John 
11:11). The Lord Jesus is aiways doing things like 
that. He is doing it all the time. € is doing it every- 
-where. In far-off China, in the islands of the sea, in 
crowded London or Chicago, seven days a week and 
twenty-four hours a day, he is going just to awaken 
dead souls out of sleep. In Chicago they have a church 
called the Night Church. It is a fine name. For it 
means that here God’s servants are, like their Master, 
always at the work, It is an anticipation of the time 
in glory where we are told “they ... serve him day and 
night” (Rev. 7:15). The rd Jesus is tireless. 
Blessed be his name; he never takes time off. “ 

him all things consist [hold together]” (Col. 1:17). 

He that keepeth Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps 
(Psa. 121: 4). It may be that some soul dead in tres- 
passes and sins will read this page. O soul, your Lord, 
through these words written in a far-off land, designs 
to come nigh to you to awaken you out of your sleep 
of death. May you hear the voice of the Son of God 
as you read these lines, for “they that hear shall live” 
(John 5:25). . : 

Finally, notice that in relation to his own he tells 
them “I go to prepage a place for you” (John 14:2). 
_A man came from England to the United States. He 
was married, but he left his wife and two children in 
England until he could prepare a place suitable for 
them in the new land where they were going to make 
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their home. And when the place was prepared, the 
man went back to England to fetch his loved ones 
to enjoy it. It was not just any sort of place, you may 


be sure. It must be just right.. The house must be* 


built the right way to suit the wife’s work. There 
must be just the right schools within reach for the chil- 
dren. There must be just the kind of things they would 
ail like best to see in the home. When it was all ready 
he came again and took them with him. That is what 
the Lord Jesus is doing. He took more millennia than 
we can count to get this earth ready for man at the first. 
And even then the fair, beautiful earth that God made 
was not good enough. He must needs plan a garden 
in Eden for his creature to enjoy. And he will not 
take less trouble or care in preparing your e for 
you, dear child of God. “It is well seen, O how 
thou goest” (Psa. 68:24, Prayer Book Version). 
Thou goest to prepare a place for thy people. Thou 
goest to receive gifts for men, even for those who have 
been rebels (Psa. 68:18), that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. Thou wilt never be satisfied until 
all is complete. Thou wilt not fail nor be discouraged 
until thou hast set judgment in the earth (Isa. 42:4). 
So we may be sure that the prveesed place will be just 
the nicest and best place. It will be home. A place 
made ready by infinite love wedded to infinite wisdom 
and infinite power. These are God’s goings as they 
affect you. 





The Buddhist Abbot 

and American Christians 

_ , Missionaries in Japan have been troubled by an 
incident that occurred in New York City early this 
year, somewhat similar to the lamentable sharing by 
professed Christians in the ovation that was given to 
the Panchen Lama of Tibet a year ago in Peking. 
“They have sent the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times news articles reporting the matter, one of which 
ae in the Japan Advertiser, the other in the 

ew York Times. One of the missionaries writes: 


I enclose herewith some of my sentiments with re- 
gard to the dinner given recently in New York by the 
Federal Council of Churches in honor of Buddhist Abbot 
Otani. of Japan. 

I should be glad if you could give it a place in the 
pages of The Sunday School Times. 

Some of us out here feel outraged by this incident. 
As the report from New York states, Abbot Otani’s 
visit to America has for its object the boosting of Bud- 
dhist mission work in that country. Nothing could pos- 
sibly have happened that would be of greater encourage- 
ment to him and to his fellow propagandists than to 
have been accorded this cordial reception by Christian 
leaders there. . 


It is surprising what inroads Buddhism is making in 
our countsy. During my furlough last year I was en- 
tertained in several different homes where images of 
Buddha were among the highly prized decorations, One 
lady, a member of a prominent Presbyterian church, be- 
came highly incensed because of some remark that was 
dropped regarding the blighting effect of Buddhism! 

ent reports indicate that lecturers are to be sent 
<)America for the purpose of enlightening the nation as 
to the merits of that religion. A recent news item in 
the Japan Advertiser stated that the West Honganji 
sect of Buddhism, of which Abbot Otani is head, is to 
invite American students to Japan to study Buddhism 
and that “scholarships are to be arranged.” . 

Is it not high time for the Christian forces to get their 
eyes open to what threat to a real menace? 





The Sunday School Times has taken pains to as- 
certain accurately the facts in the matter, which are 
as fol:ows: 


Lord Abbot Sonyu Otani, spiritual head of 6,000,000 
Japanese Buddhists and related by marriage to the 
Empress of Japan, came to America on a visitation to 
the 60,000 Japanese Buddhists in this country, and to 
deliver to President Coolidge a message of good will 
from Japanese Buddhists. He was received by the 
President, of course. The Church Peace Union and 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America united in giving a dinner in honor of’ the 
Lord Abbot, at the Yale Club, New York, on January 
4, and prominent leaders of Christian organizations 
attended the dinner, including Dr. Arthur J. Brown, 
one of the Secretaries-of the (Northern) Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions, Dr. Frederick Lynch, Edu- 
cational Secretary of the World Alliance for Inter- 
national Friendship Through the Churches, and others. 
Sidney L. Gul'ck, D.D., a Secretary of the Commis- 
sion on International Justice and Goodwill of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
writes The Sunday School Times as follows: 

Tt is the custom of the Church Peace Union to confer 
with foreign visitors and often to invite members of the 
Commission on International Justice and Goodwill to 
such conferences. 


When Lord Abbot Otani was in New York in January 


the suggestion was made by some of the members of 
the Church Peace Union, that it would be worth while to 
meet with the Lord Abbot informally and give to him, 
in view of his knowledge of conditions in Japan, an op- 
portunity of stating his views upon the problem of world 


peace. He was accordingly invited to be present at a 
small informal dinner for this purpose, on January 4, 
1926, attended by: about twenty members of the Church 
Peace Union and of the Commission on International 
Justice and Goodwill. - 


Dr. Lynch presided at the dinner given to the Bud- 
dhist leader, and Christian Work, of which Dr. Lynch 
has been the editor, published an article stating that the 


‘Church Peace Union and the Federal Council for 


Churches gave the dinner to the Lord Abbot... This 
article contains the following statements: 


Abbot Otani himself is a democratic and genial man. 
The quiet of his face suggests something of the pro- 
found peace in the face of Buddha himself. The Church’ 
Peace Union and the Federal Council of Churches are 
giving a dinner in his honor on January 4 His coming 
and the ties which he is establishing here should do a 
good deal to enable the Buddhists of Japan to under- 
stand the meaning of religion in America, and his visit 
gives us Americans a chance to see how modern, natural, 
and direct is at least one of the present leaders of Bud- 
dhism in Japan. 


The New York Times stated that at this dinner the 
Japanese Consul General in New York, who was a 
speaker, “declared that the world would gain much 
— = a a of or yes gro car 

“Dr. Lynch spoke of the proposal of the Churc 
Peace Union to hold a parliament of all the world’s 
religions in the interest of world peace, in 1929 or 
1930, and received a pledge from the Abbot that he and 
his followers would do their utmost to promote such 
a gathering.” And that “the Lord Abbot came to 
convey the greetings and friendly wishes of the fol- 
lowers of his faith in connection with the celebration 
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Buddhist mis- 
sions .on the Pacific Coast.” 

The missionary in Japan, whose letter is given above, 
makes this comment on the distressing fellowship be- 
tween Christians and Buddhists: 


“Needless to say, the Buddhists of Japan are highly 
elated over this incident, while missionaries and those 
‘who have been rescued from the thraldom of Bud- 
dhism are greatly chagrined. 

“One who knows Buddhism at close range and has 
‘seen the shroud of hopelessness which it has drawn 
across the hearts of countless millions of Japan alone 
‘for fourteen centuries, has to reread this telegram 
‘from ‘Christian’ America’ im order to make sure that 
his eyes are not deceiving him. Can it be possible 
that it was the Federal Council of Churches that wel- 
comed this Abbot? Or has some mistake been made 
‘by the reporter? But no, the names of well-known 
church leaders who were present verify the state- 
ment that it was.none other than that body. 

“Mr. Paget Wilkes, who for more than a score of 
years has been a most successful missionary to Japan, 
in his widely read book ‘The Dynamic of Service’ 
characterizes Buddhism as ‘that masterpiece of Satan.’ 
And no one who has ever read the personal experiences 
there recorded of numbers who have been delivered 
out of its darkness into the light of salvation will deny 
for a moment the appropriateness of that characteriza- 
tion. The very fact that it inculcates ‘benevolence: 
and other virtues makes it only the more insidious 
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as an instrument for the deadening of the sense of sin |’ ~ 
and hence the destruction of the souls of all whe trust |” 


in it. 

“The prestige of Buddhism is undeniably on the de- 
cline in Japan. To hear of immorality or dishonesty _ 
on the part of its priests is a matter of so little sur- ~ 


prise as to scarcely elicit a comment. And because = 


of the fact that this class of individuals has, as a rule, % 
nothing especially to do except to offer prayers for ~ 
the dead they are frequently contemptuously dubbed ™ 
‘funeral specialists.’ — 

“And now, realizing the imminence of its being 
eventually superseded by Christianity in the Orient, 
Buddhism is turning its attention to the fertile fields 
of America. This fact is not strange. But the thing 
that puzzles a Christian missionary is the fact that the 
Federal Council of Churches, in which his own de- 
nomination is represented, should be the body to wel- 
come-a representative of that very heathenism for the 
combatting of which he has left his home and conse- 
crated his life, and for which work the Christians of 
America are asked to sacrifice their possessions, : 

“No doubt the excuse which those present at that 
dinner would offer is the fact that that dinner was in 
the interest of pom. Be it so. But, whatever advant- 
age may have been gained in the interest of peace, we 
are bound to consider the tremendous impetus ‘and en- 
couragement which such a welcome has afforded the 

‘omoters of the Buddhist propaganda in America. 

e€ must remember that the object of the Abbot's visit 
to America was not to promote peace. It was for the 
purpose of being present at the celebration of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of Bud- 
hist Missions in America, and in order to further their 
interests in that land. a ee 

“One who is compelled to view this incident from 
the midst of the very heathenism of which the ‘honored 
guest’ is a representative cannot help but lament the 
sad state of affairs which make it necessary for repre- 
sentatives of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
meet together and ‘praise’ a Buddhist priest as ‘a great 
religious figure’ and to have urged upon them by him 
‘a revival of spiritual-civilization.’ ” 


ad 


Students at America’s Keswick 
Greet Cambridge Christian Union 


In the Notes on Open Letters department of The 
Sunday School Times of July 3 was given the text of — 
a letter of greeting sent to students at America’s Kes- 
wick by H. Earnshaw Smith, of Cambridge, England, 
on behalf of the two hundred members of the Cam- 
bridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Uniom Mr. Smith’s 
letter was read to the students gathered at America’s 
Keswick, June 26 to.July 2, and struck a responsive 
cord. The letter sent:in reply reads as follows: 


Keswick Grove, N. J. 
July 2, 1926. 
Mr. H. Earnshaw Smith, 
17 Market Hill, 
Cambridge, England. 


Dear Mr. Smith: 


Your letter of June 1 addressed to Mr. Trumbull, he 
has very kindly passed on to this conference group of over 
fifty students from twenty-nine American universities and 
colleges. We rejoice to have had with us one representa- 
tive from Oxford, England, and also your own classmate 
from Cambridge, Mr. A. B. Buxton. . 

It has rejoiced our heart to know that there are 80 
many in England who are standing fer the old faith which 
is so dear to all our hearts. We send to you from our first 
Student Conference at America’s Keswick our warmest 
greetings and prayers that your work may grow and 
prosper. 

The testimonies at our conference have shown that 
many students are standing alone in their colleges. We 
should be grateful for your prayers that through these 
the Lord may raise up groups in our colleges to stand for 
“the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 

Should you ever visit the States, we shall hope to have 
the pleasure of welcoming you to our Student Conference 
at Keswick. a ag 

Yours in his faithfulness, 
The Students of America’s Keswick. 

Phil. x : 21. Herbert V. Hotchkiss, for the Students. 

No organization of college students was formed at 
America’s Keswick. But that a spiritual movement 
of vital power was begun there can be no doubt. 
Nearly a score of college Christian unions standing 
for the old Gospel in its purity and power have been 
organized in the universities m England. Whatever 
form the movement may take in America, let us pray 
that the students who have found Christ in his fullness 
at America’s Keswick may be strengthened to go on 
in revival power, bearing witness in their colleges. 


How may we know temptation, and how may we 
best meet it successfully? Answers be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptation” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cents; 
postage, 5 tents) - yee 
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Is Christ Wanted by the College World? 


How Keswick’s Student Conference faced the grave spiritual 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 














AT is the real spiritual situation in the col- 
leges and universities of the world today? 
What are the students themselves thinking 
regarding the supreme issues of life? That is a ques- 
tion of vital importance for any student conference 
that seeks to help in bringing students into a living 
faith in Christ. At the student conference that met 
in Keswick the last week in June, an answer to this 
question was given by one o for many years has 
been going from college to college throughout the world 
and reading the hearts of the students. Dr. Robert P. 
Wilder, founder and secretary of the great Student 
Volunteer Movement, has not been a mere scientific 
observer of tendencies in college life, but has been the 
lover of the students, pouring out his own life to lead 
them into the life that is life indeed. 

Dr. Wilder was asked to give to the conference at 
-Keswick a survey of the conditions of student college 
life. He began by reminding us that the vast majority 
of students in the colleges have no vital interest in 
spiritual things. In this the college world is a replica 
of the world at large. The things of earth and of the 
flesh fill up the thoughts and the time of a large por- 
tion of our young men and women in the higher edu- 
cational institutions. 


Four Questions Students Are Considering 


Turning to the large class of thoughtful students 
who do give attention to the things of the spirit, Dr. 
Wilder finds a fourfold division. Students may be 
grouped into four classes as far as their dominant re- 
ligious interest is concerned. Or it might be more ac- 
curate to say that students have been concerned about 
these four questions: 


1. Is the Church going to give serious atténtion to 
the problems of war, of mdustry, and of race relation- 
ships? What is the Christian solution of these press- 
ing problems? 

a There are those interested in the study of com- 
parative religions, which raises the question of the rela- 
tion of Christianity. to other faiths and the possibility 

. of combining the good points and finding a religion that 
will meet the world’s need. 

_3. The trustworthiness. of the records of the Chris- 
tian. faith is a vital question many are concerned about. 
Can we be sure that we have true records, and that the 
Christian faith has a solid foundation? 

“'4. What is thé personal relation of Christ to my own 
life, and how can he solve my problems and give me 
a life of victory over sin? 


Ever since the War the first of these questions has 
had the right of way in student conferences. The 
young people were insisting upon an answer, and stu- 
dent leaders appeared helpless to turn their attention 
to other matters. But a remarkable turning of the 
tide has already begun. The students are just as -in- 
terested in war and industry and race questions. But 
they are realizing that war'cannot be ended by railing 
against it, or painting its horrors in lurid colors, or 
in writing eloquent resolutions against it: The truth 
is pressing home that the heart needs to be changed 
before war ceases and before industry and race re 
latiotiships can be adjusted in a Christian way. 

Today the fourth question is focussing attention. In 
practically every college that Dr. Wilder visits the 
stadents are asking him to speak on the victorious life 
in Christ, or on the power of the Holy Spirit in the life. 
The question, “Is there anything real in the Christian 
message for me personally” is the question that is 
forging to the front. 

Young people in college and out of it want reality 
in religion. None is so quick to detect any lack of 
genuineness as is a college student. In one college 
almost the whole student body came out to hear Dr. 
Wilder speak on the personal relation of Christ to the 
student’s life. One of the leading professors was amazed, 
and asked a student leader why it was that he him- 
self had never been able to get more than a corporal’s 
guard to listen to his talks on the Bible. The answer 
was a cruel answer: “That man believes what he is 
telling us.” Yes, it was real.. And college students 


know that the Christian message is not real if there is. 


not present supernatural power for a life of victory 
Over sin. 

In two of the outdoor vesper services of the con- 
ference ten of the students, representing ten different 
institutions, told in six-minute messages what -were 
the spiritual condition and needs of their college, and 
what they might be able to carry back from the con- 
ference to help meet those needs. Nothing in the con- 
ference was. more stirring and significant than those 
messages from deeply thoughtful young people who 
knew Christ, who foved their college, and who saw 
just where the heart of the grave problem lay. Nearly 


Continuing his gripping account of the first 

Student Conference held at America’s Keswi 

begun in last week’s issue, Mr. McQuilkin, one 

the speakers at the Conference, tells in this final 

article how Keswick’s vital message meets the 
great need of the college world. 








all of these students had had their lives transformed 
through the message of victory at Keswick at a pre- 
vious conference, or else gave their testimony at the 
closing Say-So meeting of the new vision this student 
conference had brought. 

One of these speakers is a young teacher in a great 

university. As far as she knows, she stands alone in 
a large faculty as a believer in Christ Jesus as Saviour 
and Lord. She recognizes that there may be true Chris- 
tians whom she does not know, but in all the organiza- 
tions of the faculty there is none in which she can take 
part and at the same.time honor the Lord. Modernism 
of a most aggressive sort is rampant in all the class- 
rvoms, except in her own department of mathematics. 
“That probably is too true,” she remarked, “to» be con- 
trolled by evolution.” The life of the college is almost 
blasphemous in its antagonism to the things of Christ. 
This teacher feels as Elijah felt: “I only am left.” 
But there are -hungry-hearted students in that uni- 
versity, and she goes back with a message for them of 
a living Christ and a new hope in what the power of 
pny Digg be able to accomplish through one who is true 
to him, 
_ One of the most famous of America’s girls’ colleges 
is represented by a young woman who speaks with 
sifigular maturity, as do so many of these students. 
Evidentiy they have been doing real thinking on the 
problems of life. When asked to speak on her college, 
this girl prayed that she might be led to see her college 
as the Lord saw it, for only he could know what the 
Situation really is. The answer seemed to come that 
she could only report that she was in a non-Christian 
college. She knew not one girl among the hundreds 
in the student body with whom she could have fellow- 
ship in the er of the Lord, or one who would take 
the view of life as presented at Keswick. But her 
college is an illustration of Dr. Wilder’s declaration 
that the students are more sinned against than sinning. 
If Fundamentalism is what it is as presented to the 
girls in this college, no sensible person would care to 
have anything to do with it. They have no oppor- 
tunity to do other than accept what is presented to 
them in nearly all their classrooms, and especially in the 
classes in Bible where the newly constructed Bible is 
presented. They are keen enough, however, to realize 
that it is another Bible, and even distinguish in their 
conversation by referring to Miss ——’s Bible. 

A teacher in this college who has been specially in- 
terested in observirig the changing classes through many 
years one day expressed her judgment oneher present 
Classes : “You girls give me the ‘impression of being 
ot 





Some Common Dangers of 
_Campus and Classroom 








Suggested in a Bible Hour at the Student Con. 
ference at America’s Keswick 


The elective system has encouraged short 
cuts to immediate objectives, and along with 


this there has come lack of thoroughness in 
work. 


Intellectual pride. 
'. The tendency to be “smart.” 


The introduction of ideals and practices that 
do not belong to the. Christian life. 


The setting up of life-work objectives that 
take little account of spiritual values. 


The spirit of concession to wrong ideals or 
practices of others in the group. 


An exaggerated idea of the advantages of 
popularity. 


Cloudy views, or no view at all, of what con- 
stitutes’ sin. 


A. tendency to unbelief cultivated by philo- - 
sophical scouting which gets nowhere. 





’ the Bible. 








old and weary. You look as though the burdens of 
the world were resting upon you.” This Keswick 
student’s own estimate of the student body and faculty 
of her college is expressed in the words of Paul: 
“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth.” The one certain teaching in all 
the classrooms appears to be that we can have certainty 
about nothing. In all the realm of knowledge no con- 
clusion is to. be trusted. All is in a state of flux and 
transition, Even should one feel fairly sure of a‘ con- 
clusion, remember that this is an individual decision, 
and it may not be valid for another. The girls in this 
college are, of course, as full of fun and frolic as 
other girls, but this student was impressed with the 
great contrast between the atmosphere of her college 
circles and the free and glorious liberty evident at 
Keswick, especially in a group of half a dozen earnest 
Christians from another famous girls’ college. 

In this second girls’ college there is a Christian 
president, and a firm holding to the true message of 
Nothing is heard in the classrooms that is 
antagonistic to the Bible; and in the Bible courses 
orthodox views prevail. Nearly all the girls belong 
to the Christian Association, and the work is encour- 
aged. But the vital message of a present Saviour as 
he has been- presented at Keswick is greatly needed in 
this college, in the judgment of the representative who 
spoke. With new courage and expectation, the group 
is going back to work and pray for a true spiritual 
quickening. 

Here is another strictly orthodox college, represented 
by one of the young men who has recently graduated, 
and is now in seminary preparing for the mission field. 
But some of the teachers in that college are trying to 
carry water on both shoulders, and are avoiding the 
issue between modern views of science and the revela- 
tion in the Bible. This does not make for a strong 
conviction among the students, His summing up of 
the spiritual condition of his college is that she has 
lost her first love, and deeply needs the warm quick- 
ening of the personal knowledge of Christ to make 
the orthodox doctrines vital in the life. 


What Students Sense as College Needs 


Here is a splendid representative from one of the 
greatest of our orthodox seminaries. With deep ap- 
preciation he spoke of the high standards of scholar- 
ship, and also of Christian life, presented at the semi- 
nary. But there was one thing needed to round out 
the testimony of his beloved seminary. It is not strange 
that he should judge thus when his own life was com- 
pletely revolutionized through the message he received 
at Keswick a year ago. His eager desire is that some 
of his honored teachers, as well as his fellow students, 
might know Christ’s present power in a new way. 

A happy group of half a dozen young men from a 
famous university was not a product of the college 
or its message, which is thoroughly modernistic, but 
were .won personally to the Lord through an older 
student, a leader in the student conference at Keswick. 
The boy who spoke for them was a living witness to 
Dr. Wilder’s testimony that the students want -reality. 
The Christian Association meetings in this college are 
expressively designated as “bull” by the students. 
This group at Keswick will return to witness to a 
living Christ who is a real Saviour. 

Another great university has every opportunity to 
bring the students a vital message through the C/iris- 
tian Association. But the spirit of that Associaticn is 
expressed by one of the leading secretaries, wao 
teaches that men “fell up” in the Garden of F.dea, “nd 
have been climbing ever since. The mode: spir'a of 
the university, with many teachers who fel tl,at re- 
ligion has no vital place in education, is alijwed to 
dominate and render powerless the message of the 
“Christian” Association, The disctission groups stay 
as far as possible from real salvation and direct Bible 
study. Yet when this student who reports on his 
college organized a group of his own for definite 
Bible searching, it was the largest and apparently 
most successful of all, not because of the teacher, he 
assures us, but because the students are hungry for 
a real message. One of the girls from that same uni- 
versity came to Keswick all at sea in her spiritual 
life, after several fruitless years of struggling for a 
vital faith. At the conference she found Christ, and 
went away with a radiant message of certainty that she 
had about decided could never be hers in this life. 

Against the background of these grave needs that 
press wpon earnest Christian students as they return 
to campus and classroom, observe the outstanding | 
notes of the Keswick conference message, emphases 
that were not planned by the speakers, but brought to 
the front as only the Holy Spirit can do it. 


The Cross of Christ—The opening message of the 
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conference on knowing Christ pressed home the truth 
that to know him we must come to the Cross and 
know him as Saviour. God could not have for- 
iven sin had Christ not died. In the closing 
ible period, summing up the messages on “in the 
world and not of it,’ Mr. Howard was led specially 
to center on the Cross and its practical application as 
the foundation of everything in the Christian life, 
Dr, Howard A, Kelly traced through the Bible the 
message on the blood of Christ, and every other 
speaker put the Cross at the center. 


Conviction of Sin and the Meaning of Grace— 
Speaker after speaker centered on this great fact of 
the heinousness of sin, along with the message of the 
Cross. Many “respectable sins,” such as worry, were 
seen in their dreadful character as expressive of lack 
of trust, of pride, and of other ugly things, deadening 
in their effect on the life. But the grace that is 
gredter than all our sins brought supernatural deliver- 
ance. He can really give victory now, in this present 
life. 

The Morning Watch.—Dr, Kelly was asked to say 
something $f his. own habits of Bible study, and he 
told of his practice of spending one or two hours each 
morning and one or two hours each evening in Bible 
study. This was rather amazing to those who know 
something of his other activities. Then came Dr. 
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Wiider, who reached the conference after Dr. Kelly 
had left, and with his deep knowledge of the needs of 
students (and of all Christians) he stressed again and 
again the keeping of the Morning Watch, the quiet 
time for prayer and Bible study, as essential for the 
spiritual life. 

The Call of the Unreached: Fields—Of the fifty-five 
students, about fifteen were volunteers, and five more 
offered themselves during the conference for missionary 
service on the foreign field. Christ’s own personal 
call appeared as the dominant urge to go forward to 
meet the vast need. Along with the mission passion, 
Dr. Wilder lovingly urged the students to remember 
the four priceless years of opportunity to reach their 
feilow students for Christ through their personal work. 


God is mot dead, and revival fires are waiting to be 
kindled in colleges throughout the land. That, per- 
haps, was the triumphant message that pressed home 
in manifold ways throughout this conference. Pray 
for students to be raised up in the spirit and power 
of those students who kindled the fires forty years ago, 
students who will not seek to bring a railing accusa- 
tion against the dread modern enemies of faith in 
Christ, but who will in their lives and their message 
present the living Christ, crucified, risen, and coming 
again, the present Saviour of supernatural power. 

Co_umsia, S. C. 














The Question of Creeds 


The relation of creeds, to the 
Word of God 


By W. Graham 
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Scroggie 
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This third in the series of five studies by Mr. Scroggie on notable creeds of Christian history tells of the gernt 


element of the Old Testament out of which creeds of later times came. 


sional utterances of New Testament times. 


Next week he will deal with the confes- 


As the series continues you will no doubt wish that you had shared it with friends and acquaintances. Why 
net take the opportunity now to stnd Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions at 25 cents each? If you will 


forward such subscri 


ptions promptly, mentioning the ‘* Question of Creeds’’ and addressing Tne Sunday School 


Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Fniiadelpi.ia, this entire series will be placed in the hands of those you designate. 


two preceding articles, there may still exist in 
honest minds doubts and fears as to the need or 
use of creeds, it will be well for us now to consider 


Le" notwithstanding what has been said in the 


6. Tue BisiticaL BEGINNINGS OF THE CREEDS 


The warrant for creeds, showing at once the neces- 
sity and inevitability of them, is found in the Bible 
itself which is full of creedal formulas. The design 
of those who framed the creeds was to interpret faith- 
fully the truth of Scripture. To Scripture they ap- 
pealed, and by Scripture they meant their formulas to 
be tested and judged. S ient evidence of this is 
furnished by the fact that the framers of the West- 
minster Confession pled themselves to be entirely 
subject to the Word of God. At the beginning of 
each week of their sessions they recited these words: 
“I do seriously promise and vow in the presence of 
Almighty God that, in this Assembly whereof I am a 
member, I will maintain nothing in point of doctrine 
bt Bey I believe to be most agreeable to the Word 
oO ‘gg 

If it be asked, “Seeing that the Scriptures are the 
only and final authority, why not rest satisfied with 
them?” the answer must be that while the Bible sup- 
plies all the materials for faith, it does not classify 
and correlate that materiak Science does not say, “I 
am content to accept the universe,” though it is true 
that there is nothing outside of the universe to which 
science can appeal. But it investigates nature’s laws, 
and observes nature’s enomena; it classifies and 
correlates facts, and reduces all to a system. 

In like manner Scripture is the Christian’s land of 
imheritance, and he is bidden possess it. But by rea- 
son of the form in which the revelation is presented to 
us, and because of the fact that the most diverse re- 
ligious teachers and communities have cited Scripture 
as warrant for their views, it has been felt from the 
beginning that the teaching of the Scriptures must be 
systematized, and that the fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian religion must be given concrete expression, alike 
to clarify the thought and comfort the heart of be- 
lievers, and to defend and perpetuate the Faith. 

To do this necessitates creeds, but creeds ever sub- 
ordinate to the Bible, to which they must add nothing, 
and from which they must take nothing. 

“It is a deeply significant fact,” says Dr. Curtis, 
“that the two great creed-producing eras of the 
Church, the era of the Fathers and the era of the 
Reformation, were times when the Scriptures, through 
fresh study and earnest investigation, literally had 
‘free course.’” The ancient creeds of the Church are 
essentially Scriptural in their character, and harmony 
with Scripture was always a test which all parties were 
at one in recognizing. “To be able to add to any 
Article of Faith the words ‘according to the Scrip- 
tures,’ or to appeal to them in reference not only to 
Hebrew Law, and Prophecy but to Christian Gospel 
and Fulfillment, was decisive.” 


‘\era0.,We should understand then that although neces- 


sarily the truths of divine revelation are not presented 
in systematic form in the Scriptures, nevértheless we 
have in these Scriptures many approximations to the 
creedal formuias of post-Biblical times, which show at 
once the inevitability, value, and use of the crystalliza- 
tion. of doctrine. Let us now illustrate this fact, fol- 
lowing the evidence presented by the Old and New 
Testaments (the Gospels, the Acts, the Pauline Writ- 
ings, the Hebrew Epistle, the Epistles of John, and 
the-Epistle of Jude). 


In the Old Testament, 


Here we discover a creed element, the germ out of 
which came the creed formation of later times. No 
one would presume to say that in the Old Testament 
Scriptures we have no approximations to a summary 
of faith and duty. The Psalms and Prophecies are 
full of these. Sometimes the belief of the Hebrews 
is lyrically expressed as in Psalm 135: 


“I know that the Lord is great, 

- And that our Lord is above all gods. .... 
The idols of the heathen are silver and gol 
The work of men’s hands. 

They have mouths, -but they speak not; 
Eyes. have they, but they see not; 

They have ears, but they hear not; 

Neither is there any breath in their mouths, 
They that make them are like unto them; 
So is every one-that trusteth in them. 
Bless the Lord, O house of Israel: 

Bless the Lord, O house of Aaron: 

Bless the Lord, O house of Levi: 

Ye that fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 
Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, 

Which dwelleth at Jerusalem. 
Praise ye the Lord.” 


To the same purpose is Psalm 136, celebrating the 
Lord’s goodness to Israel, with its liturgical refrain, 
“For his mercy endureth for ever”; and Psalm 145 
which in haunting phrases extols the greatness and the 
grace of God. 

The sovereignty and power of God was also a 
truth to which the Jews clung with a tenacious faith, 
and the substance of such a passage as the following, 
would, be. deeply embedded in their minds and hearts: 


“I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no 
God beside me: ... 

Know from the rising of the sun, and frem the 
west, that there is none beside me. I am. the 
Lord, and there is none else. 

I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, 
and create evil: I the Lord do all these things.” 

Isaiah 45:-5-7. 


The faith of the ancient Hebrews was not only re- 
ligious, it was also ethical, and had reference not only 
to the nature and work of God, but also to the ideal 
and duty of man. Concerning this latter there are 
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‘many didactic utterances in the Old Testament, as, 


for example, 


“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do 
evil; 

Learn’ to do’ well; seek judgment, relieve the op- 
pressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow.” Isaiah 1: 16, 17. 

Or again, 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?” Micah 6: 8. 

But the heart of the Hebrew creed is found in 

Deuteronomy 6:4, in the words, - 


“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord.” 


With these words the Jews began, and begin, their 
daily liturgy, morning and evening. The sentence ex- 
presses the essence of their religious belief; it is the 
keynote of their faith; and so familiar is it to. their 
thought and speech that, it is said, during the perse- 
cution in Fag they were often betrayed to their 
enemies by the involuntary utterance of it. 

This great utterance, supplemented by the Deca- 
logue, or the Ten Words, “constituted the very center 
and: nucleus of the Hebrew faith, the true source and 
standard of all subsequent confession.” 


Professor Curtis says that the beginnings of the 


Christian creed, in a set form of words, are traceable 
to this Schema of the Hebrews. 

“In the sacred formula, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God is one Lord,’ the voice of explicit religious 
confession was first recorded. Around it there gath- 
ered the hallowed associations of patriarchal, , pro- 
phetic, and priestly history, the Book of the Law and 
the Prophets, the Ten Words of the Law, and the 
great sacraments and ceremonies. It was the heredi- 
tary and the ritual creed of Jesus and his first dis- 
ciples, a bond between them and their pefsecutors. It 
became the creed of the Gentile proselytes who were 
baptized and circumcized into Israel; and it was the 
precedent and exemplar for the earliest distinctive 
formulations of the Church.” 


(To be continued in next week’s issue) 





For Children at Home 








Sugar and Spice 
By Winifred Ballard Blake 


, WHAT smells so good?” asked Charlotte, 
/ running into the kitchen where mother was 


6 


ing. zits 

“Sugar and spice and everything nice,” smiled mother, 
“so please come and grate the nutmeg for me.” 

“I guess it’s Bob’s birthday cake,” said Charlotte, as 
she took the big, black, shiny spice box from the pantry 
shelf and opened it. Inside were six little, black, 
shiny boxes, and up.in the cover was the nutmeg grater. 
Charlotte pulled it out and began to read the names 
printed on the cover of the boxes: “Cloves, Cinnamon, 
Allspice, Nutmeg, Mace, Ginger—” 

“Here’s a plate, dear,” said mother, “and don’t grate 
your fingers. 

Charlotte opened the nutmeg box and took one out. 

“Grate, grate, on a white plate,” she sang. “How do 
they make nutmegs, mother ?” 

“I_guess you haven’t learned about spices at school,” 
replied mother. “Do you think nutmegs are made in 
factories, like beads or buttons?” 

“I don’t know, but I’d like to know, and about the 
other spices too. Oh, dear, I'd like to know about 
everything,” sighed Charlotte. 

“I don’t know about everything,” laughed mother, 
“but I'll tell you about spices, if you like.” 

“Goody! Just like kindergarten,” afswered -Char- 
lotte. “The first box is cloves. They look like little 
brown tacks, but they bite my tongue,” said she. — 

“Almost all spices come from hot countries; from the 
East or West Indies; and they’re not made im factories, 
—they grow on trees or bushes.” 

“How funny! They don’t look a bit grow-y. They 
look like balls and. beads and tacks and little pipes.” 

“That’s because the people who pick them dry them 
and prepare them for market; so they will keep a long 
time and not lose their flavor. But you hit the nail 
on the head when you said the cloves look like tacks, 
for clove is from a French word clou, which means 
a nail, They are really flower buds from one of the 
most beautiful trees in the world. The buds are pink 
and white, and their sweet perfume is carried by the 
winds far out to sea. ‘ 

“Boys and girls just about your age help to pick 
them by hand. Then they are dried in the sunshine 
for several days. This makes them brown and hard 
and ‘ready for market. The long part is the calyx, 
and the little ‘round head is the corolla all folded up 
into a bud.” 

“T’d love to see a clove grove,” said Charlotte. “The 
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Lesson fer August 15 
Exodus 18: 1-27 


next one is_cinnamon,— little brown pipes,— those can’t 
grow on trees, can they?” 

“Yes, they do; but they come from the bark of a 
tree, not the flowers. The cinnamon tree gardens in 
Ceylon are famous for their beauty. The inside bark 
is taken off and put away to dry. It curls up into long 
tubes, which are cut short and dried again and tied 
into bundles to sell.” 2 

“Things aren’t always what they look like, are they, 
mother?” remarked Charlotte. “But I’m sure these 


‘ allspice beads don’t grow on trees, anywa, . 


y 

“Yes, they are the dried fruit of the beautiful pi- 
mento tree that grows in Jamaica.” ‘ 

“This is a geography lesson as well as a spice les- 
son,” laughed Charlotte. “I'll have to look up these 
places on my map.” 

’“The baking is nearly done now, so we'll take mace 
and nutmegs together,” said mother, “for they grow 
on the same tree, though they don’t seem a bit alike. 
When the fruit of the nutmeg tree ripens it is a goiden 
color and pear-shaped. It splits open and shows a 
bright scarlet network covering a shining brown shell. 
The beautiful scarlet network or aril is the mace, 
and inside-the brown shell is the nutmeg. They are 
dried in the sun, and the aril turns a dull yellow, as 


“you see.” 


“I wish it would stay scarlet,” said Charlotte, “it 
must be so pretty. Now we've come to the last box, 
mother dear, and that’s ginger. It’s just a yellow 
powder.” 

“Yet it grows,” replied mother, “but ginger comes 
from the root of a plant that looks like the iris in our 
garden. The roots are scraped and dried and ground 
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up for spice; but. ginger is used: for many ether things 
as.well. It comes to us from far-off India and from 
Jamaica.” 

“Well, now I know.a.lot about spices,” said Char- 
lotte; “but what\can I make for Bob’s birthday 
party ?” 

“Suppose you make nine little turtles, one for each 
plate at the table.” 

“Turtles!” said Charlotte. “How ever can I make 
turtles ?” 

Mother took down the raisin box and picked out 
nine big, fat, flat raisins. Then she took six cloves 
and stuck four of them into the under side of a raisin 
for the legs and feet, and a clove at one end for the 
head, and another she stuck head first into the other 
end so the long part made the tail, and there was the, 
cutest little clove-raisin-turtle you ever saw. 

“Oh, how darling,” laughed Charlotte, “Won't 
Bob be surprised?” Soon she had eight more little 
turtles all in a row, ready to put on the table for the 
party. 

“What are raisins made of, mother?” she asked. 

“Dried grapes from Malaga or California,” replied 
mother. 

“Well, things surely aren’t what they look like,” 
deciared Charlotte. 

“That’s true,” said mother, “the sun, moon, and 
stars, for instance.” 

“Can’t. we have a lesson about those?” begged Char- 
otte. 

“Some day, after the party fis over,” promised 
mother. 


New Haven, Conn. 








How you may help it grow in size 
and power and interest 


Setting a Goal for Your Sunday School 


By Frank H. Williams 




















Having a definite objective is a sound principle for any enterprise, and Mr. Williams has adapted it to efficient 
Sunday-school ways of working. Several books and booklets published’ by The Sunday School Times will be 
found to be suggestive of ways in which to apply Mr. Williams’ plan. Some of them are ‘‘ How We Won 
and Held a Large Attendance’’ (25 cont ** Sunday School Records, Reports, and Recognitions,’’ by E. A. 


Fox (75 cents), and ‘‘ Every-Member 


angelism,’’ by J. E. Conant, D.D., ($1.50). These may be had 


from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia. Please add 10 per cent for postage. 


E HEAR much about quotas and goals in busi- 
ness, but very little about these things in the Bible 
school, in spite of the fact that the establishment_of 
a quota and a definite goal to be reached in a specific 
length of time is one of the best possible methods of 
securing actual progress. : , 
Wouldn't the Bible school accomplish even more if 
it adopted the quota method used in business? 
Let us look into this matter to see just what can 
be done along this line. erm 
In some Bible schools the institutions run along from 
year to year, apparently without having anything defi- 


nite in mind to be accom lished other than the teach-, 


ing of the lessons ,from Sunday to Sunday. In other 
schools there is. a more definite idea of accomplish- 
ment through the use of attendance contests between 
classes from time to time. And in still other schools 
there are graduating exercises when pupils graduate 
from one department to another —these graduations 
marking a real step forward for the scholars. 

Now suppose that in addition to attendance and 
membership contests, and in addition to the graduation 
exercises, the school each year or each half year sets 
up certain goals that it wanted to reach during the 
year or six months. Suppose that from week to week 
and from month to month reports were made showing 
the progress toward reaching the desired goals. Sup- 
pose, too, that each scholar, teacher, and officer of the 
Bible school were kept informed of the goals, and were 
given enthusiasm in doing his or her bit to reach the 
goals. Wouldn’t all this be extremely effective in 
pushing the school ahead in a very satisfactory man- 
ner ? - 

But what sort of goals can be set up for the school 
to reach? ; 

As a general thing the only goal that the Bible 
school strives to reach is the goal of attendance. But 
there are other mighty important aims which the 
school might well try for. 

For instance, consider the matter of church mem- 

. bership, The Bible school should, of course, be the 
training ground for church membership and church 
work. It is reasonable, then, to set up for the school 
the goal of putting a certain definite number of active 
new members into the church in a given length of 
time. If the school is, as it should be, a live, soul- 
winning school, in a six months’ period it ought to be 
a comparatively easy proposition to “graduate” at least 
twenty-six of its members—or an average of one a 
‘Sunday — into church membership. With such an aim 
it is altogether likely that not only would the desired 
goal be reached but it would be exceeded. 

Setting a goal of this sort and giving weekly or 
monthly reports would constantly keep the idea of 


a 


salvation and church membership before the Bible 
school members and make them realize that the natu- 
ral, logical thing for them to do after definitely ac- 
cepting Christ as Saviour would be to go into the 
church from the school. All of which would be an 
excellent thing for the school and church from every 
point of view. ° 

_ Then consider the goal of tithing. It is the ob- 
ject in many churches at the present time to create 
more tithers. The place to start in creating tithers is 
in the Bible school. Why not set up a goal for the 
school to reach in the matter of tithers in six months 
or a year or some other period? 

The goal in the matter of tithers might be ten 
for the entire school or, according to the judgment 
of the officers, it might be less or more,— depending 
upon what might be reasonably expected of your 
schook By giving regular reports from the platform 
concerning the number of members who have informed 
the officers that they were going to be tithers, the 
Proposition would constantly be kept before the stu- 
dents. This sort of publicity would be the best sort 
of incentive in inducing more pupils to become tithers. 

Then there is the matter of membership and attend- 
ance. How many new members would the school like 
to secure in the next six months? 

Let the officers set up a reasonable goal to be 
reached and then apportion to each of the classes a 
certain definite number of members to be secured dur- 
ing a six months’ period. Let the school coffer prizes 
to the classes which have the best results. Again, 
reports should be given from the platform on the 
progress which the individual classes, and the school 
as- a whole are making toward reaching the desired 
quotas. If the quotas for the school and for each 
class have been divided into monthly quotas, then the 
regular monthly report would show definitely just 
what progress the school is making toward attaining 
its goal. This would arouse much interest and give 
a sort of contest complexion to the whole proposition 
without the spasmodic, short-time results of the usual 
membership contest. 

In the same way an attendance and visitors’ quota 
could be set up. Each Sunday the superintendent 
should announce the quota of attendance for the next 
Sunday. Thus the school could see just what it was 
doing from Sunday to Sunday compared with what it 
should be doing. This would act as a real incentive 
to the individual classes to put forth greater efforts 
toward increasing attendance. 

The proposition of collections is an interesting 
one. The officers may know what sum shouid be con- 
tributed during the year, but is this figure communi- 
_cated to the school? What should be the collection 
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quota for each Sunday? If there were a definite figure 
fixed for each Sunday it is quite likely that the goal 
would be reached and the collections be increased ac- 
«cordingly. Of course it would hardly do to set up a 
definite contribution quota for each individual class 
as this would tend toward taking away the voluntary 
character of contributions and would make it. look 
somewhat as though an admission fee was being 
charged. 

Having quotas in business is constantly proving 
one of the very best methods in the world of pushing 
business ahead to even greater successes. So why 
not take a leaf from the experience of business and 
use the quota idea more effectively in making Bible 
schools grow in size and in power and in numbers of 
members graduated into the church membership? 

Why not use the quota plan more extensively in 
your Bible: school ? 


Santa Ana, CAL. 
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Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been praying for a friend who 
is in deep trouble, and feel led to write you, trusting that 
your answer published in The Sunday School Times will 
reach her. 

These are the circumstances as far as I know and am able 
to interpret them. My friend is happily married; has a 
lovely home, a kind husband, and things go smoothly; then 
she is converted and becomes active in Christian work. 
The phase of the work she chooses is repulsive to her hus- 
band, but she feels that it is the work God has called 
her to do. 

Time goes on. Her husband continues to object strenu- 
ously and claims in her devotion to others, she neglects 
her children and her home. Friends advise her to give up 
the work, but this she feels she cannot do. The husband 
becomes embittered and hinders everything his wife does. 
He takes control of the children from her. Takes them 
places she does not approve of and she is continually em- 
barrassed by them, the father having spoiled all her author- 
ity and control. 

One can sympathize greatly with my friend. Life be- 
comes almost intolerable for her and finally the break 
comes. She ‘goes away and has been away now many 
months. The husband gets all the sympathy, but my heart 
aches for my friend. No one knows where she is and yet 
indirectly we know she is well and she says she will never 
come back. 

Remember, Mother Ruth, there is no doubt that she is a 
Christian. I believe she did very wrong to continue in a 
work her husband objected to, but we do make such mis- 
takes, The husband claims that he still loves her. He 
also claims he is a Christian, but is what he calls a sensi- 
ble one. 

What can be done? God will surely bring about a rec- 
onciliation. Do you not think so? 

Assuring you of my prayers for your ministry through 
your Girls’ Problem column, WINIFRED. 

Y DEAR WINIFRED: I hope your friend reads 

these lines, for I want to plead with her to go 
back to those little ones! The friend and her husband 
can suffer, and bear it, but those little ones can never 
have made up to them in their lives, this disparity of 
Opinions in these two. My heart aches for them, and 
I pray with you that Jove shall cover all objections, 
and that for the sake of the little ones they shall 
cease robbing them of the happiness of home, in the 
true sense of having both father and mother brood 
over them in love and every consideration for their 
happiness. 

One of the frightful subtleties of the arch enemy 
is to beguile us into doing something which he makes 
us believe is the will of God. We are warned in the 
Scripture of these spirits that will lead us astray. 
The power to go back, and to confess that one has 
been misled, will be given to us, if we ask for it. It 
will pay in the lives of the children, as well as for 
her own life, and that of her husband. If it is her 
duty to go back, no amount of work she might do in 
the name of Christ will be of any value to the Mas- 
ter, for he could not bless it. How could he? We 
must follow the Lord in his will in our lives, or we 
are of no effect. 

That both call themselves Christians is not surpris- 
ing, for even saints can sin, and need the forgiveness 
of the Father, but that is not the highest ground for 
us to live on, and a surrendered life by both of these 
would change the whole condition of things. Let 
every reader join with us in an earnest supplication 
for God to so influence these hearts that they will 
yield themselves to the leadership of. God himself, and 
repair the broken home; that individual opinions will 
be buried, in the yielding of self to the power of the 
mighty One. 
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From the Missionary Watch Tower 


By Ernest Gordon 








sion, in New Guinea, has written a brief ac- 

count of revival among the Papuans.? It is 
a worthy pendant to John G. Paton’s autobiography. 
From it we summarize a few paragraphs. 


How the Natives Appraised the Newly Arrived 
Missionaries.—The whites come from the kingdom 
of the dead, they are palefaces. They are utterly ig- 
norant, not at all realizing the power of spirits. 
They have no enthusiasm for adornment nor even for 
swine. When a hog wanders past the schoolhouse the 
missionary sits stili, cold-bloodedly, and continues with 
the lesson even though the whole class is agog with 
enthusiasm and curiosity. In short, the missionary is 
wholly un-Papuan, not to say unhuman. He comes to 
New Guinea either because driven by great need, or 
to escape revenge for those he has murdered. 

And their ideas, how senseless! This new great 
Spirit whom they obey. What an insult to throw in 
the face of decent Papuans that they are sinners! 
And that their Jesus died for us, what a foolish and 
repulsive. message. 

They deserve no notice! Further their Anutu (God) 
speaks his message in such bad Papuah! - 


Revival Comes With Great Changes.—Fifteen 
years of patient work before the first Papuan Chris- 
tian is baptized! Things seemed to be getting worse 
rather than better. In 1902, more people were mur- 
dered in the station’s vicinity than for many years. 
In 1903,. certain cases of cannibalism were recorded. 

But in January, 1904, the tide turned. 

God’s Spirit began to quicken consciences. The 
might of heathenism was now visibly waning. An 
old man becoming conscious of the advancing revival 
went to a nephew and cried out excitedly, “The grass 
all about is on fire and here you sleep as a rat in its 
nest.” It was the equivalent in Papuan metaphor of 
John Bunyan’s call to flee the City of Destruction. 

Now came confession enough. “Thou shalt not 
steal.” “Missionary, don’t you know that we are all 
knaves toward each other?” But stealing ceased. The 
shameful business of the sorcerer was repudiated and 
abandoned. “Thou shalt not kill,” was the command 
of the great Anutu. Peace, then, must be contracted 
between the tribes. The bitter feuds were not easily 
allayed. Groups of catechumens from two different 
regions requested to be taught separately. They were 
told that they were children of one Father and must 
study ‘égether. 

People came to church uninvited and from long 
distances over dreadful paths. And how attentive 
the dullards suddenly became. “At their request I 
spoke many times and for hours,” records Mr. Keysser. 
The self-righteousness was breaking down. They 
would come, literally trembling, saying, “We have 
lived without God a life of wickedness. What shall 
we do?” The answer was Peter’s (Acts 21: 38), “Re- 
pent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins.” 


The Old Testament as a Guide for Primitives.— 
Ten persons asked for instruction for baptism. They 
were given twelve Old Testament and twelve New 
Testament stories to master. After the first lesson, 
the candidates went home greatly stirred and narrated 
what they had learned. “Anutu [God] had created the 
whole earth. There was no separate creator for each 
land and people. And he had made it good; there 
were no places given over to evil spirits where one 
must watch one’s step” To show: their convictions, 
these new Christians made a defiant visit to a much- 
feared spot in the jungle where spirits hitherto had 
reigned, molesting and unmolested, and were forth- 
with voted momoli, men of courage, by their admir- 
ing heathen neighbors. 

“The creation story,” says Mr. Keysser, “to which 
in civilized lands so many object, is for the Papuan 
a history full of fundamental instruction. It provides 
the lever for throwing out of place the whole heathen 
world-view. 

“What could we missionaries do with an evolution- 
ary theory? God be praised for the opening pages of 
the Bible. 

“All comes from God. What a magnificent thought. 
All stones, plants, animals, men are God’s property. 
What revolutionary consequences flow from this one 
truth. But it must be taken seriously, and the Papuan 
so takes it. ‘You mustn’t torture animals. Strangers 
are no longer outlaws. All this implies a complete 
transformation of the people’s thought and action.” 

In gerieral, the truths of the Old Testament seem 
more important to them than those of the New. For 


M: KEYSSER of the Neuendettelsauer Mis- 





2“Anutu im Papualand.” Keysser. Glocken Verlag, Narn- 
berg (“Anutu [God] in Papua.” By Keysser. Glocken Press, 
Nurnberg, Germany). 


example, the idea that evil deeds are a sin against 
God impresses them powerfully. When Keysser at- 
tempted to excuse the severities of God’s ishments, 
they would have nothing of it. “That’s the way God 
acted in the Old Testament and it’s the way he acts 
with us. You don’t know us, od knows us much 
better.” God is not always the friendly and forgiving 
God. People after lapses into sin are taken sick and 
anxiously confess their bad deeds. 

A single example. An unbaptized man believed he 
could deal with the new God as with the spirits he 
formerly worshiped. He prayed in front of his hut, 
“QO Anutu, I go to bed. Watch over me tonight.” 
Then he went in, shut the door, and slipped out a back 
way to keep an adulterous engagement. Shortly after 
he was taken sick, and died after confessing his sin. 

This baptismal instruction brings a multitude of new 
experiences. The entire attitude of the people changes. 
Their very faces become more friendly. One fellow 
was sor sive, with face furrowed by hate and lust, 
that Mn Keysser felt inclined to reject his appeal for 
instruction. His confession of his past was unique in 
its horridness. _Yet he became a model Christian, 
whose kind fatherly warnings impressed the natives 
everywhere. 


The First Baptism in Papyaland.—After four 
months came the baptism. The Christians had chosen 
new names, Zelie (‘Rejoice’), Fungmo (“A New 
Man”), Mainao (“Before His Face’). The night 
preceding, they could not sleep “Anticipation,” said 
one, “drove away all sleep.” Another explained, “I 
wished to avoid the danger of dreaming anything bad.” 
A third said, “My companion and I were so happy 
that we sang hymns all night.” 

They went to church in procession. The sermon 
was on Naaman’s leprosy healed in Jordan. The bap- 
tized recounted a list of things renounced. During 
the ceremony, their knees trembled so that they could 
scarcely stand. They felt themselves in immediate 
contact with God. 

Thirty others were baptized later. The Christians 
began holding worship in neighboring villages. They 
encouraged their heathen neighbors. to repair their huts, 
and clean their paths. They worked with them, gave 
them the example of clean bodies. In the church meet- 
ings, discipline was strictly enforced. Names of those 
who had sinned were made public without reserve. 
In heatherr days, it would have been a dangerous thing 
to mention publicly another’s bad courses. A wonder- 
ful church consciousness came into being. There were 
weaklings and dullards aplenty, but they all prayed 
to Christ, saying when tempted, “Should I dishonor 
him who has bought me with his blood?” 


“The idea that one was a good man and was ful-, 


filling God’s will, if he refrained from murder and 
theft and adultery, was baptized and went regularly 
to communion, may have occurred among the older 
people. As far as I remember I never met with it. 
When these people died conscious, they commended 
themselves to Jesus’ blood and death.” 

(Then follows a story of beatific vision at the death 
of one of the humblest, an ignorant Papuan woman.) 


Papuan Missionaries tc the Regions Beyond.—The 
“washed,” as the baptized were called, were but a 
handful among the people, but they were acknowledged 
by all to be the cleanest, most industrious and most 
capable. The influences that went out from them 
broke the power of heathenism completely. In 1907, 
the sense of responsibility to remoter clans began to 
make itself felt. This involved personal danger, for, 
in heathenism, every stranger is a fair target for ar- 
rows. Kupa telis Mr. Keysser that he thinks’ of go- 
ing to evangelize unreached heathen, but that he must 
first finish his house and put his field in order. He 
is told to go home and wait. Not yet is he ripe for 
the task.. He who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back. 

Next week, not only Kupa but three others turn up 
to talk about missions. This time nothing was sai 
about house, field, or relative. They were asked how 
long they expected to be gone. “We do not think of 
returning,” they answered. : 

Sunday came. When it was announced that four 
young people had volunteered for mission work, the 
interest was intense. The names were read. General 
astonishment! When the name of the chief’s son was 
pronounced, one could see that a sword had pierced 
his heart. All expected a thunderclap Instead he said 
with a quiyering voice, “I am an old man, who, with 
the loss of his son, loses his right hand. But if Anutu 
says, ‘Go,’ I will not hold him baek.” 2 E 

On the sixth of September, 1908, the first four mis- 
sionaries departed, after tearful leave-takings, into 
their uncertain future. They were convoyed by twenty 


‘heather. They had sent an interpreter to the mountain 


‘ sare ‘ 
peoples to ask if Christians would be allowed to settle 
in their midst. Permission was given, not, however; 
because the Christians were welcome. The mountain- 
eers feared these strange “washed” folk and their 
Anutu. 

The Story of Jakabonga.—A boy of twenty at the 
Saddelberg mission school is determined to be baptized 
and goes back to his tribe to consult with them about 
it. ut when he begins to speak appreciatively of 
the Christians they answer roughly, “Have they madd 
a convert of you’ Have you learned to howl in the 
God tongue [t. ¢., to sing]? Do you want to belong 
to the washed? Then keep away from your own 
people.” Naturally Jakabonga refrained from speak: 
ing about baptism, ; 

, But on returning he applied for it. His examina: 
tion answers were beyond criticism. Asked by Mr 
Keysser if he dared to take this step in opposition to 
the wishes of his tribe, he said that he would so do and 
po at the station as a servant. And so it was 
agreed, 

But the native church thought differently. They 
put to him this pregnant question: “Will you stand 
when the raging flood of the Mongi rolls against you?, 
And will you in the dry season hold out as the frogs 
do when the water dries, or will it be with you as 
With the fishes who soon perish? Your clan is wholly 
opposed to Christianity. Give yourself to them, work 
among them, show them God. With patience will you 
overcome their hard hearts. And when they agree 
to your baptism, we will have nothing against it.” 

akabonga went home and became a _ powerful 
preacher of righteousness. “Your incredible ignorance, 
your obstinacy, your scandalous wickedness are to 
blame that the Christians have refused me baptism.’ 
You may not enter into Heaven to the great Anutu 
and you keep me from entering.”. After some months 
a letter came to the missionary saying, “Jakabonga 
has returned. Up to now you strangers preached 
God’s Word to us, but it ran off as rain from tree, 
leaves. When Jakabonga talks it goes through our 
— and limbs and the sweat trickles down to our 
legs.” : 

So did Jakabonga earn his baptism. 

The Twice-Born and Fruits Meet for Repentance.’ 
—It is extraordinary how these Christians stand in 
the midst of temptation, in spite of weak wills and 
inherited tendencies to evil. Extraordinary, too, the 
rigid strictness of their church discipline. The heathen’ 
say: “The Christians are upright people. They never 
hush up even the most shameful misconduct. If the earth 
floors of their houses become dirty they sweep it be-' 
fore everybody. O that we were as they!” ; 

The heathen try to imitate the order and discipline 
of the Christian villages. They at times make public 
repudiation of heathenism. Here comes a procession 
of men, women, and children from various hamlets,' 
torches in hand. The leader cries out, “We here aban-| 
don the old evil lies. The old heathen fire we extin-; 
guish. May Anutu light a new one.” Then they strike, 
the torches on the ground, the fire goes out, and like 
heavy thunder rolls from the band’s throats, “Oong!” 
(“So be it!”’) : 

Trained native Christian teachers are now working 
among eight thousand mountain people. Before bap- 
tism, twenty Bible. stories must be gotten into old, 
bony skulls. On a single story they will often work 
for weeks, nay for months, such is their eagerness to 
learn. ‘When the missionary is obliged to defer their 
baptism, they are in tears: “We would be good. Tell 
us how we can tame our old rebellious natures. Cut 
us in pieces, but don’t deny us baptism. We are as 
stupid as night, bad as devastating wild boars and if 
we cannot get religion all hope is gone.” i 

One of these heathen applicants for baptism pilfered 
some fruit. Then his conscience began to prick. He 
traveled two days to make restitution and to ask 
forgiveness. Another prayed on his sick bed, “O 
Anutu, I would come ‘to thee, but can’t find the way.” 
But just, before his death he was heard to exclaim,’ 
“Jesus! “Jesus!” 

A road is to be built-in the mountains, twenty kilo-| 
meters. The land is terribly broken and steep. It 
runs up three thousand feet and then drops again tol 
level. The road is for Anutu. He, of course, will 
not use it, but the missionary will, and the heathen 
will travel to meeting by it. Who would ever think 
it possible of these who previously never once lifted 
a finger in such an enterprise? They come by hun- 
dreds. They toil and moil for weeks. Often they, 
- chilled and hungry, and they ask not one penny 
of pay. 

What save the Gospel ever changed men’s hearts, 
and human society after this fashion? ° 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Lesson as a. Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


HIS lesson gives us a peephole into the life of 

the Moses and Jethro are real flesh and 

bl men with loves and hopes and fears like 
the rest of us. We can see the wise old Arab chief- 
tain with his pride in, and anxiety for, his daughter’s 
husband. Ae we can see Moses so signally gifted, 
and yet so humble; such a man of prayer, and yet 
so practical; so accustomed to direct and control, and 
yet so willing to listen to his friend’s reasoning. There 
is something very beautiful about the evident friend- 
ship of these two men. We know little of Jethro. 


« He comes into the light of history only .when he 


touches the life of his son-in-law. 
have been something in Jethro’s character to which 
Moses found himself akin. The secret was they both 
loved God and tried to serve him. 


The Historical Setting 


After the deliverance from the pursuing Egyptians 
there was naturally an interval for praise and thanks- 


But there must 


‘ giving. It seems to have been Moses’ part to teach 


ithe people to praise just as he had sought to teach 
them to trust (Exod. 15:1). The praise lesson, 
however, took a long time to learn, as it does with 
most of us. This first lesson was speedily forgotten 
in grumbling (16:3). God’s answer to the cry of 
these spiritual babes was the manna, as we saw in last 
week’s lesson. Then followed the incident of Rephi- 
dim (17:8), fresh murmuring brought fresh’ es fe 
-But the supply was followed by the Amalekite chal- 
lenge. Perhaps this very attack was partly in conse- 
quence of the knowledge that the Israelites had ob- 
tained such copious supplies of water in the desert. 

The Amalekites were a nomadic tribe occuping the 
wide desert region which is bounded on the south by 
Sinai and on the north by Palestine. They are de- 
scribed by Balaam as the first of the nations (Num. 
24:20). This may imply their great antiquity as an 
organized people, or their hegemony among the nomads 
of Arabia, or both. For a long time prior to the battle 
pf Rephidim they had been harassing Israel, attacking 
the rear and cutting off stragglers (Deut. 25:18). At 
last they venture on a direct attack (Exod. 17:8). 
Through the outstretched rod of God in Moses’ hand the 
victory was won for Israel. Amalek stands for all time 
as the type of active, bitter hostility to God and to his 
people (17: 16). 

’ ‘The feud was to be carried on from generation to 
generation. Compare Ehucé (Judg. 3: 13-15), Barak (5: 
14), Gideon (6:3; 7:12-14), Saul and Samuel (1 
Sam. 15:2-9), David (1 Sam. 27: 8ff), the Simeon- 
ites (1 Chron. 4:42), Mordecai (Esther 3:1ff). As 
the result of the battle of Rephidim, Amalek was so 
completely vanquished that Israel was secure from fur- 
ther molestation by this people all the rest of the days 
of Moses and Joshua. 

The Expository Meaning 

Chapter 18: 1.<-Midian was a son of Abraham and 
Keturah. The Midianites were therefore akin to the 
Israelites. Midianite names occur in some Israelite 
genealogies, — Ephah in 1 Chronicles 2: 46, 47; Epher, 
1 Chronicles.4: 17; Hanoch, 1 Chronicles 5:3. It is 
probable that Moses’ marriage with a Midianite wo- 
man was by no means a solitary instance of such alli- 
ances. But Midian changed in its attitude to Israel. 
Destructive criticism alleges this change as a proof of 
differences of authorship, But it is to be observed 
that families and. peoples change today just as much as 
did Midian. Compare the fact, for example, that Eng- 
land and Prussia were allied against France in 1815 
while England and France were allied against Prussia 
in 1915. A comparison of the files of English news- 
papers for those two wars would, I suspect, show 
quite as great divergence of representation as is to be 
found between Exodus 18 which is assigned to one 
writer, and Numbers 25: 6-18 which is assigned to 
another, by the critics. Moreover the generic term 
“Midian” in all probability applied to a number of dif- 
ferent clans of the same people. And while one clan 
might be that of a Jethro connected by family ties with 
Moses, another might have quite different connéctions 
and pursue an entirely different line of policy. That 
God had done for Moses. The only reference to him- 
self in this narrative. It is very natural here, how- 
ever, as explaining Jethso’s action and Zipporah’s will- 
ingness to return to her husband. 

Verse 2—Zipporah, Complete silence has been al- 
lowed by the Holy Ghost to fall over this reunion of 
husband and wife. It seems as if the estrangement of 
chapter 4 was not really healed. Zipporah, perhaps, 
was only induced to return because of the glamor which 
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Devotional ing: Psalm 106: 1-5. 
Reference ial; Numbers 11: 16-30; Acts 6; x-6. 
Primary Topic: Jethro Hi Moses. 
Lesson Material: Exodus 18 : 5-7, 13-2 
Memory Verse: A friend loveth at ali ime 


unior Topic: Jethro Gives Moses Good 
j Lesson Material: Exodus 28 : 5-7, 13-24. 
Memory Verse ; Proverbs 17: 17. 


Intermediate and Senior Topic : 
Topic for Young People and Adults: 


s.— Prov. 39: 33. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 13-24 


13 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to 


thyself alone, and all the people stand about thee from 
morning unto even? And Moses said unto his father-in- 
law, Because the people come unto me to inquire of God: 
16 When they have a matter, they come unto me; and 
I judge between a man and his neighbor, and 
make them know the statutes of God, and his laws. 17 
And Moses’ father-in-law said unto him, The thing that 
thou doest ig not good. 18 Thou wilt surely wear away, 
both thou, and this. people that is with thee: for 
the thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able 
to perform it thyself alone. 19 Hearken now unto my 
voice, I will give thee counsel, and God be with thee: be 
thou for the people to God-ward, and bring thou the causes 
unto God: 20 and thou shalt teach them the statutes and 
the laws, and shalt show them the way wherein they must 
walk, and the work that they must do. 21 Moreover thou 
shalt out of all the people able men, such as fear 
God, men of truth, hating unjust gain; and place such 
over them, to be rulers of thousands, rulers of humdreds, 
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: 22 and let them judge 
the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great 
matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter 
they shall judge themselves: so shall it be easier 
for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee. 23 
If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, 
then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people also 
shall go to their place in ce. 24 So Moses hearkened to 


pea 
the voice of his father-in-law, and did all that he had said. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








had become attached to Moses’ name as the result of 
God’s marvelous intervention in Egypt, and now, par- 
ticularly on account of the defeat of Amalek. She let 
him go. alone when he took his life in his hand to enter 
Egypt. She comes back now that he is the renowned 
warrior and conqueror. Moses, like Paul, though per- 
haps not for the same reason, seems to have been de- 
nied the joys of domestic happiness. 

Verse 5.—The mount of God. This does not neces- 
sarily mean that they were already at Sinai. The 
phrase seems a vague one, and may well refer to a 
considerable district of which Sinai was the focus. 
The whole area may be thought of as a vast natural 
temple toward the famous shrine of which the cloud 
was gradually leading the host. Jethro did not remain 
with Moses all the time they were in the neighbor- 
hood (v. 27), but his son Hobab was invited by 
Moses (Num. 10:29) to accompany them on their 
further journey. And this implies more or less con- 
tinuous association between the families, 

Verse 10—Jethro spid. Thé phrasé sééms to imply 
some formal occasion of thanksgiving when Jethro 
took the lead in ministering before the Lord. It is 
instructive to observe the contrast which is probably 
a designed one between the two groups of Gentiles in 
these chapters. The Amalekites (chap. 17), harass- 
ing and fighting against God’s people, and Jethro here 
meeting with them and uniting in ’s praises. It 
is all typical of the dual reaction which is always pro- 
voked in the world by contact with God’s le and 
God’s truth, When Paul preached at ioch of 
Pisidia we read “as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed” (Acts 13:48). The word translated 
“ordained” means “disposed toward,” “prepared: for.” 
But the Jews stirred up a persecutién (v. 50). The 
Word of God is either a savor from death unto death 
or from life unto life (2 Cor. 2:16). Jethro is also 
another instance of the fact that the Old Testament 
does not represent as merely the God of Israel. 
This is a d which is frequently urged. But it 
is an error. truth is that “in every nation he that 
feareth him [God], and worketh righteousness, is ac- 
ceptable to him” (Acts 10: 35). 

Verse 12—Jethro . .. took @ burnt-offering. The 
Holy Spirit seems to lay marked emphasis on this. 
The priesthood of Melchizedek was in certain aspects 
superior to that of Aaron (Heb. 7:3). And here is 
another indication that the Aaronic priesthood was 
only temporary. The incident is also another revela- 
tion of the fact that in Christ Non there is neither’ 
Jew nor Greek (Col. 3:11). But God’s people are 





all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28). To eat bread. 
The sacrifice then was of the form which later was 
recognized and consecrated as the peace offering (Lev. 
3). It speaks of the believer’s communion with God 
and with his fellow believers. It was a happy union 
of innocent festivity with the recognition of God’s 
resence, It finds its antitype in the experiences of 

atthew 9:9-15. Discipleship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ was a continual feast. Emphasize for the young 
people that the same is true today. So many think 
that while, of course, they must come to Christ for 
salvation they must look to the world for satisfaction. 
As Mr. Harkness has sung, 


To the Lord surrender, 
Let him take control; 
He will set the joy-bells 
Ringing in your soul, 


The Christian has a joy which can never be found in 
the dance, or the theater or the movies. Further, the 
feast means that all life for the Christian is sacred. 
The division of it into sacred and secular is entirely 
false. If I am God's child, everything in my life is 
sacred because everything is to be shared with him. 
And if there is anything either in work or in play 
which I cannot so share, it is something which ought 
not to be there. 


Verse 13.—Moses sat to judge, This is a startling 
glimpse into Moses’ daily life. It was a day of rest 
from the weariness of the organization of the perpetual 
details of the march, but it brought its own work 
nevertheless, From morning till night he seems to 
have been occupied with hearing the disputes and set- 
tling the quarrels of the people. Dr. Meyer writes, 
“It was a divine work sufficient to engross his noblest 
powers and to tax resources which had been stored 
up in him during long years of waiting.” There is 
nothing greater than to serve as the “interpreter [who 
is], one among a thousand, to show unto man what 
is right for him’ (Job 33:23). To that judgment 
seat came all Israel with their perplexities and prob- 
lems. The troubled and anxious were there as well as 
the difficult and quarrelsome. And Moses had to in- 

uire off God on behalf of each one, to wait to know 

’s mind about each case, and to come back to teach 
them and to explain to them. And that for a whole 
nation! - This means prayer life such as very few of 
us have ever conceived. Luther spent three hours each 
day in prayer. Bishop Andrews had nearly five Hours 
daily in fellowship with God. John Welsh, the great 
grandson of John Knox, was an intrepid covenanting 
preacher in the seventeenth century. He would ride 
three days and two nights without sleeping and preach 
on a mountain on one of the nights. But he thought 
that day ill spent which did not witness eight or ten 
hours of quiet communion. hen men are sent to 
market with many commissions it takes them longer 
than when they only go to buy for themselves. We 
need: to: learn more of doing business with the Lord 
on others’ affairs. In all this Moses was a true, though 
inadequate, type of the Lord Jesus. What Moses at 
best could only do imperfectly, Jesus does perfectly. 
He is the great High Priest touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities (Heb. 4:15). He is never too busy 
mor too weary to attend to the needs or even the com- 
plaints of his people. Let us learn to complain less 
to man and more to him, Whoever else may deny us 
sympathy, Jesus never will, When we have a matter 
let us go to him, 

Verse 18.—Thou wilt surely wear away. Work like 
this cannot be done without a drain which taxes all 
a man’s vitality. In the exuberance of his great 
strength, Moses, like many another, felt as if he could 
go on forever, but virtue was going out of him all 
these days. And no more than the rest of us had 
Moses an inexhaustible capital on which to draw. 
Later on he became only too conscious of the burden. 
“Wherefore hast thou dealt ill with thy servant?” he 
complained, “that thou layest the burden of all this 

me? Have I conceived all this people? 


ple wu 
te I brought them forth, that thou shouldest say 


unto mé@, Carry them in thy bosom... ? (N 
II, 12.) 

Verse 17—The thing that thou doest is not good. 

e keen eye of Jethro’s love can see what is still 
hidden from Moses, Moses is really transgressing 
God’s laws and both he and the people were being worn 
away in his efforts to meet their demands. Many a 
worker for God has made the same mistake since. 
Sometimes it may be God’s will for us to fling health 
and life itself on the altar of sacrifice as Epaphroditus 
did (Phil. 2: 25-27). _ But we need to be very clear 
that it is God’s will for us when we do this. So many 
Christians think that they can go on for year after 
year ignoring God’s laws for their bodies, because they 
are engaged in his service; then when the inevitable 


um, II; 


areata ie Diy 








* 


440 * 


breakdown comes they become a burden to themselves 
and to their friends, and often feel rather hurt that 
God does not interpose to work a miracle on their be- 
half. Happy for us if we have a Jethro to advise us 
before it is too late. And happy for us if, like Moses, 
we are simple enough and humble enough to take the 
advice. 


Verse 21.—Out of all the people able men. Moses 
was keeping too much in his own hands. It was a bad 
thing for Israel that he should do all the work. There 
were untapped resources of spiritual power and insight 
among the people. Moses was not immortal. It 
would means much for the future that he should be 
training others to help in this holy and exacting work. 
Ovid reminds us “non omnes omnia habent.” We do 
not all possess all the gifts. And this is true of the 
gifts of the Spirit, too. It takes the whole Church 
to be the vehicle to carry all the gifts. And generally 
speaking it is not good for the lawgiver and the ad- 
ministrator to be united in the same person. It is a 
great thing to be able to work hard. It is a greater 
to be able to get others to work. “It is supposed,” 
says Kalisch, “that Alfred the Great based his own 
Saxon constitution of sheriffs in counties . .. on the 
example of the Mosaic divisions.” The plan proposed 
and adopted, therefore, has had important consequences 
for Englishmen and therefore for Americans. This 
policy also was the one adopted by the apostles (Acts 
6:3) when they were similarly in danger of being 
snowed under by the growth of the Church. 


The Homiletical Form 
1. Reunion of the family (vs. 1-9). 
2 Communion with God. 
(1) In society (vs. 10-12). 
(2) In service (vs. 13-16). 
3. Union of Moses and his helpers (vs. 17-27). 
The Topical Values 


1. The happiness of godly fellowship is to be 
stressed in this lesson. 


2. The calling of the Gentiles, 

3. The essential priesthood of all God’s people. 

4. The bigness of the man who knows how to profit 
by advice. In spite of the wonderful dealings which 
God had had with him, Moses never made the mis- 
take of thinking that he was too spiritually minded to 
be guided by Jethro. 


5. Membership of the body. All members have not 
the same office. Look up the lists and read carefully 
the principles laid down in 1 Corinthians 12. There is 
no room for idlers in the Church of God. There ought 
to be no | ggg es on the Gospel ship. It is a war 
yesost and to every one his work. See the Golden 

ext. 


The Practical Aim 

There are two great aims which lie on the very 
surface of this most instructive. lesson. One is the 
importance and place of prayer in the life; and the 
other is fellowship, — first in the sense of friendliness, 
and second, in the sense of co-operation in service, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ITH how many serious difficulties had the people met 
since beginning their journey? 

2. How had God met these difficulties? 

a Who was Jethro—his other name, family, and the 
ike? 

4. Jethro’s priesthood is recognized and allowed. Name 
any other non-Israelitish priesthood similarly recognized 
in the Bible. ' 

5. How long did Jethro’s plan or organization last? 

6. What approval or disapproval did God indicate toward 
this plan of Jethro’s? 

7 Why may we assume that the advice of Jethro was 
wiser 

& wee Jethro’s suggestion the best plan of administra- 
tion 

9. Judging by Moses’ usual method of procedure, what 
may we reasonably suppose he did before putting the plan 
of Jethro into execution? 

10. Where do we find in a later account how God gave 
Moses a plan for similar relief? 

11, What previous experience in the life of Moses might 
lead us to question whether God had suggested this advice 
to the mind of Jethro? 

12, What praiseworthy characteristic of Moses does his 
acceptance of the advice indicate? 

13. What’ was to be Moses’ threefold work in this new 
plan of shared responsibility? 


14. What great principle does the following of Jethro’s 
advice bring to light? 
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15. Were the -Midianites always friendly to Israel? 
trate your answer by examples. 

16. Can you think of any parallels in Scripture to Moses’ 
appointment of Judges? 


17. What third compound name of Jehovah occurs in this 
section of Exodus? 


Iilus- 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Unloading Responsibilities.—The thing that thou 
doest is -not good. - Thou wilt surely wear away, both 
thou, and this people (vs. 17, 18). Lots of business 
men die before their time because they cannot bring 
themselves to delegate authority. “Carry the business 
around in their vest pocket” is the formula for ex- 
pressing the condition. This is particularly true of 
the man who builds up the business from “a shoe- 
string.” Two of my oldest and best friends were two 
brothers whose mills were next door to ours. They 
never took vacations. They handled the whole great 
business themselves; they had built it up from nothing. 
One brother’s job was to get the orders and the other 
brother’s job was to run the mills. They sold the 
business for $18,500,000 cash, paid by certified check 
at the Guarantee Trust Company, New York City. 
The older brother never married. His plant was his 
sweetheart. The younger brother was my age by a 
day. Our fathers were friends. We went to college 
together and spent our business lige side by side upon 
the banks of the Brandywine. I switched off from 
driving business into. Sunday-school work. Here I am 
still on my first million—and not so very far on 
either! My two good old friends have gone West. 
I used to say to them just what Jethro said to Moses. 
“The thing that thou doest is not good. Thou wilt 
surely ‘wear away,” although I said “wear out.” And 
that is exactly what happened (Isa. 40:31). If a lot 
of you old fellows would just hand some of your busi- 
ness responsibilities to your young men—the trust 
will be the making of them like as not—and get into 
this Sunday-school game, you will beat the surgeon 
and the undertaker, renew your youth, and have the 
time of your life. Come to Coatesville and spend a 
Sunday with me, and let me give you an, exhibit and 
some pointers. Along this highway dwell life and joy 
and usefulness. The old mountaineer knew what he 
was talking about when he advised Moses to turn the 
po gs. over to the boys and look after the religious 
en 


Good Business Men.—Thou shalt provide ... men, 
such as fear God, men of truth, hating unjust gain (v. 
21). Here youehave the sort of men you are to select 
to turn over some of the cares of your business to. 
Read over carefully ; able men, God-fearing men, truth- 
ful men, graft-hating men. Talk about a “four square 
man,” how about this specification! In teaching this 
lesson to the Iron Rose Class I shall ask, “What is an 
able man?. What are his characteristics?” “A God- 
fearing man? Some of his ear marks?” And so on 
for the other two. An able man is the fellow who 
gets things done, who can “put it across,” and “de- 
liver the goods.” He is a worker, a midnight oil 
burner, a_ fellow who has ideas and initiative. You 
will not find him at nights idling away his time and 
his salary or wages. He is likely taking a course 
somewhere in something to improve himself. This is 
the Iron Rose idea of the able man. From the Latin 
habeo, French avoir, to nave. Yes, they’re the chaps 
who “have it.” “What is a God-fearing: man?” One 
who keeps in touch with Heaven and is in a position 
to command Heaven’s promises. This one, for ex- 
ample, James 1:5, and this one, Matthew 6:33. And 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Third Quarter 
1. July 4.—Israel Enslaved in Egypt .......... Exodus 1 : 114 
2. July 11.—Childhood and Education of Moses 
: Exodus 2: 1-10; Acts 7:22 
3- July 18.—The Call of Moses........ Exodus 2:11 to 4:18 
4 July 25—The Passover.............. Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36 
gs. August 1.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea 
Exodus 13 : 17-22; 14: 10-16 
6. August 8.—The Giving of the Manna....Exodus 16 : 1-36 
7. August 15.—Jethro’s Wise Counsel...... Exodus 18 : 1-27 
8. August 22.—The Ten Commandments: Duties to. God 
Exodus 19:1 to 20:11 
9. August 29.—The Ten Commandments: Duties te Man 
Exodus 20 : 12-21 
so. September 5.—The Tent of Meeting............ Exodus 33 
11. September 12.—Gifts for the Tabernacle 
: Exodus 35:4 to 36:7 
12. September 19.—Obedience to Law. (Temperance 
sson.) Leviticus 26 
13. Septemiber 26.—Review: Early Leaders of Israel 
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hundreds more all through the Book.. If you.do not 
have any men in your organization sizing zg in some 
measure to this four-sided specification, it is running 
for a tumble into the ditch some day in your own 
time — or after it. This condition is sometimes spoken 
of in business circles as “dry rot.” While Heaven was 
indeed. looking after. Israel and caring for her, this 
did not in the least excuse the neglect of business 
methods in handling her affairs, and so Jethro comes 
to help build up an organization that government may 
proceed orderly and efficiently. It is well to be much 
in prayer in administration, that God will make us as 
orderly and as systematic as he is himself in all things. 


Out in the Co ——So Moses hearkened to the 
voice of his father-in-law, and did all that he had said 
(v. 24). It is always wise to listen to the. advice of 
the “old folks’ — although in these days we would 

ut Moses himself among the “old folks,” I reckon: 
By the way, speaking of fathers-in-law, you do not 
— hear of their getting into trouble with the young 
olks. 
then we are told, when the newly-weds strike a piece 
of rocky road, that it is “a case of too much mother- 
in-law.” Which nine times out of ten is not so, but 
a case of too little son-in-law! The natural instinct 
of both father and mother is to make a lot of Dot’s 
husband, — because, if for no other reason, they want 
their daughter to be ha; as the: wife of a successful 
man. Yes, indeed, “Jethro” always looks out for 
“Moses.” Happy is the “Moses” who has brains 
enough to take advantage of Jethro’s wise counsel. 
Jethro. was a godly man of the upland pastures. Such 
are worth listening to. There seems to be something 
in the fresh winds, the green grass, and the blue sky 
that ripens judgment. Have you not noticed, that al- 
most every urban success is a suburban product? Cof- 
fin the shoemaker of Lynn who created the great Gen- 
eral Electric Company has recently retired, and Young 
the boy from the farm was made the head of the 
company. Why go out into the fields for an executive? 
What is the matter with the product of the. pave- 
ments and the electric lights? For the General Elec- 
tric is not the only big company that picks its big men 
from the countryside where’ orchards bloom. and come 
to fruit, and where the chubbs and sunfish bite. The 
men of the countryside are not such jokes as the funny 
man in his alley work room tries to make out. These 
are not the “come ons” who buy the gold bricks and 
play the races. The “suckers,” as every police court 
shows, are largely caught in urban waters. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrincipLe or THoucat Stimutus.— 
Stimulate thinking and research by setting a 
- problem for the class to solve. - 











HE main problem of the lesson may be stated 
thus: Was the counsel of Jethro wise? Of course, 
to present this as a problem is to ignore the fact that 
the lesson title assumes that it was wise; but if it was, 
we can lose nothing by doing our own thinking to 
that conclusion upon the basis of the facts that are 
given us. Suppose we try to suggest some lines along 
which we might reach first the affirmative answer, 
and also those favoring the negative conclusion. Does 
his advice not seem reasonable? In support of this 
might we not ask whether one man could hope to act 
as judge for so great-a multitude? Does not the de- 
scription indicate a “crowded docket”? Was Jethro 
not right in saying that it would wear out both the 
judge and the people? Did Moses not owe it to- his 
cause to save himself for the more important things? 
Again may it not have been a matter in which God 
expected Moses to use his common sense? And, may 
it not have been the voice of God speaking through 
Jethro? 
On the other side, may there not occur such ques- 
tions as these suggestive of another possible conclu- 
sion! Is there any direct statement to indicate that 
God approved this advice? Is it natural to suppose 
that God would speak through Jethro when Moses was 
himself in direct communication with God? May it 
not have been another case where God yielded to the 
weakness of Moses as he did in the case of Aaron, 
since God could have given him strength for any task? 
Do the results justify the wisdom of the procedure? 
In short, is there not enough in the circumstances 
to jistify the raising of the question instead of un- 
thinkingly accepting either conclusion? And having 
recognized this what shall be owr conclusion? Bible 
scholars differ in their conclusions with the same 
facts before them that are presented to us, and we may 
reach different conclusions too; but we shall do well 
to think our way to the position we accept, conscious 
at the same time of some of the reasons which weigh 
with those who may hold the opposite conclusion. In- 
deed, a conclusion must be based upon reasons. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 


While as for mothers-in-law, every now and. 














— 


4 


Lesson for August 15 
Exodus 18 :.1-27 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each’ week. 
But ‘readers are urged not to send anything 
without. first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of i 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with thjs leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly haying to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


- Preference will be to illustrations on 
that portion of the text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


For December 19, illustrations are de- 

sired on the optional Christmas Les- 

son, Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the 
lesson, “Samuel, the Just Judge.” 


Hurrying After the Work.—To each 
one his work (Golden Text). The laziest 
man in the village was actually running. 
His hat was off, and his coat was flying in 
the wind. On and on he sped, till — 
crash! He collided with the Raa vicar, 
and picked himself out of. the roadway. 
“Why, what or earth has made you rum 
—and so fast, Sam?” asked the vicar. 
“Can’t wait,” Sam, “I ’eard of 
some work!” The vicar caught him by 
the arm. “And did you get the job?” he 
asked, :'“I don’t know,” replied the man 
struggling. “I only just ’eard of it. I’m 
goin’ to find out.” “Well, good luck to 
you, Sam,” said the vicar, releasing his 
grasp. “What kind of work is it?” “Some 
washin’ for me wife.” Many people are 
like Sam; they say, “Here am I, Lord; 
send somebody else.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Plucky Grass.—To each. one his work 
(Golden Text). A large piece of cloth 
had been thrown on the grass to dry, and 
had been forgotten, One morning Jimmy 
came running in, calling, “Oh, er, 
just come out here and see how the grass 
must ‘have wanted to grow very much”; 
for all over the cloth little green blades 
had made their way through, and were 
nodding above it, as if to say, “We don’t 
give up when things are hard.”—From 
the Friend: Sent by W.D. Combs, Oneida, 


Setting Prisoners Free.—I do make 
them know the statutes of God, and his 
laws (v. 16). When Elizabeth came to 
the throne she set free several prisoners. 
Presently some courtiers approached her 
with a petition. “Madam,” they said, “we 
have four prisoners who deserve not to be 
kept locked up, and we humbly pray for 
their release.” “Who are they ?” demanded 
the Queen. “Their names are Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, your majesty. 
They are kept shut up in the Greek lan- 
guage, whereas they should be abroad 
among the people.” The Queen com- 
manded they should be released that they 
might do service in the English tongue. 
How many people there are today who 
still keep them prisoners. Set the pris- 
oners free!—From the Wonderful Word. 
Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Not Beneath Anyone.—Thou shalt 
-teach them the statutes and the laws (v. 
20). A’ French king was found one day 
instructing in Scripture the son of his 
cook. When remonstrated with for so 
demeaning himself, he replied, “It was 
not beneath the dignity of my Saviour to 
die for him; it cannot be beneath my dig- 
nity to teach him that fact.”"—From the 
London Sunday School Times. Sent by 
‘J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks; Eng. 


The Bones of the Church.—Moreover 
thou shalt provide out of all the people 
able men, such as fear God (v. 21). 
Church members, says an exchange, may 

. be divided into three classes in a mere 
skeleton outline — wishbones, jawbones, 
and backbones. The wishbones are al- 
ways languidly hoping that the church 
will somehow grow without their effort; 
the jawbones, of course, do the critical 
talking; and the backbones get under the 
heavy burdens and carry them.—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Guru Manickam, 
W oriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 
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Which Grew Tired?—Let them judge 
the people (v. 22). Should not the dis- 
ciple strive to do even as his Master? 
A b geoag was busy working at his wheel, 
and an onlooker remarked, “The leg you 
use must grow very tired.” “No,” was 


this | the reply, “it’s the leg that does nothing 


that gets tired.” It’s the people who do 
most who are least tired in the Lord's 
work.—From Sunday Circle. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen,-Kingston Hill, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that we are not alone in the 
work that thou. dost call us to do. Along 
every pathway of duty which thou dost direct 
us to take we know that-thou hast prepared 
the way, and for this we thank thee. We 
thank thee, too, for the friends with whom 
thou hast surrounded us,—the kindly and 
considerate and wise helpers. Grant that we 
may rejoice in these great privileges of 
friendly counsel, especially when our ways 
are seen to be not good, and their counsel 
would correct us and guide us into ways of 
greater wisdom. We thank thee for the 
warnings as well as for the encouragement of 
those who love us, and we pray that we may 
not be resentful when we are pointed to better 
ways than those we have been following. We 
ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Every one of us 
owes a debt that we never can pay be- 
cause of what some of our friends have 
done for us. Look back along the road 
over which you have come, and see how 
many times some one appeared just at 
the right moment to tell you what was 
the wise thing to do. One of the leading 
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DO WE? 














Christian workers of our day said, when 
seeking light upon a very difficult prob- 
lem, “I believe in such matters that a man 
‘ought to divide the responsibility with 
others, and not undertake to settle such 
things alone.” Yes, we do have light 
from the Word of God, and we are 
guided by the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit sometimes without any word from 
friends, but God has evidently so ar- 





ranged our lives that wise Christian coun- 
sel is good for us. We ought to be glad 
when anyone takes the trouble to show 
us where we have been wrong, and how 
we can do better. Are you glad? Or is 
there still some pride of opinion left in 
your own soul? Let us ask the Lord to 
make us very humble before him, and 
teachable at the hands of Christian friends 
who love us. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“We'll work till Jesus comes,” 

“In the service of the King.” 

“The King’s business.” 

“Work for the night is coming,” 
“I'll go where you want me to go.” 
“Anywhere with Jesus.” 

“Love lifted me.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical Sealm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Happy is That People” (2o2 : 1, 3). 
Psalm 144 : 12-15. 
“Guide in Trath” (54.1, 3,4) Psalm 2s : 4-14. 
“That Man is Blest” (1 :1,2,4). Psalm : 1-6. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112 : 1-10. 
“The Lord is Judge” (113 : 1-3). 
Psalm 50 : 1-6. 
“Better to Trust in the Lord” -(233 : 1, 2). 
Psalm. 118 ; 1-9. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


peer it will help the children to 
Keep up interest in the journey if you 
will prepare a little wall map of the 
“Journeyings of the Children of Israel,” 
and dot the supposed travel lines with a 
pencil of different color from the one 
used to trace the map outline. Occa- 
sionally talk with the class about what 
happened along the way. Help them to 
see the mighty throng of people as they 
march along. Some bent with age; some 
in the prime of life; glad, hopeful youths 
and maidens; little children walking and 
tiny babies being carried. Then there 
were great droves of cattle, sheep, and 
goats being driven along. It was a won- 
derful company, all going home! But 
how did they know the way? Oh, yes, 
God led them over the untried way by a 
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cooling, restful cloud by day, which shone 
like fire at night. Sometimes .all faces 
shone with gladness, and all lips sang 
praises. But, alas! sometimes they forgot 
the mighty, loving Presence in the cloud, 
and murmured against Moses, their leader, 

When they reached Rephedim, the next 
point in their journey, they found no 
water, and they said that Moses had 
brought them out of Egypt to kill them, 
their children, and their cattle, with thirst. 
We know they were very tired, hot, and 
thirsty, but could they not remember the 
love that had delivered them from the 
Egyptians and had provided for them in 
the wilderness? ' Still the Lord was pa- 
tient with them, as he has been with us 
many times. The children will love to 
tell how Moses smote the rock, which 
was God’s way of providing an abundance 
of satisfying water. 

Here the children of Amalek came out 

and fought against the Israelites. The 
class will be interested to know that the 
Amalekites were cousins of the Israelites ; 
Amalek, the father of the tribe, being a 
grandson of Esau, Jacob’s brother. Per- 
haps the Amalekites remembered the 
quarrel between Jacob and Esau over the 
birthright and the blessing, and did not 
know that the brothers had “made up.” 
- Moses made Joshua captain of the 
army of Israel, and sent him against the 
enemy. Moses watched them from a 
hill, and helped and cheered by holding 
up his hands in prayer to God for them, 
When Moses’ hands became weary, 
Aaron on one side, and Hur on the other, 
steadied them until the sun. went down, 
and the battle was won. This was their 
first battle, and Moses built an altar there, 
and called it “The Lord our Banner.” 

Now the people had come near the 
land where Moses had stayed a long time, 
keeping the sheep of Jethro, his father-in- 
law. Perhaps they were right near the 
spot where God had talked with Moses 
out of the “burning bush.” Here there 
was a happy family reunion. While Moses 
was contending with Pharaoh he had 
sent his wife and two sons back to her 
home in Midian. Now her father Jethro 
came, and brought- the sons to Moses, 
Jethro was priest of Midian, and perhaps 
had worshiped other gods, but he rejoiced 
when Moses told him of all the wonderful 
works of God, and he said, “Now I know 
that the Lord is greater than all gods.” 

Jethro noticed that Moses sat all day 
and judged the people, and he saw the 
many people coming to Moses to know 
about God. Jethro was afraid Moses 
would have a “nervous breakdown,” and 
advised him to appoint judges from 
among the people to judge in the smaller 
matters, and let them. bring only the 
greater affairs to Moses. Moses followed 
this advice, and we are not so sure 
whether it was right or not. For God 
had a very tender, thoughtful care for 
his servant Moses, and would have given 
strength for each day, or helpers if nec- 
essary. Besides, what might seem a lit- 
tle trouble to one would seem big and 
heavy to another, and God cares for the 
little troubles just as truly as for the 
greater ones. 

Sing, “There’s a Wideness in God’s 
Mercy.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: ‘“Dawdler’s Folly.” 

Discussion: How far could we suc- 
cessfully go, without help or advice from 
anybody? Just how little a matter could 
we properly take to the Lord? What is 
the limit? Why? 

Objective: God is not only Judge, but 
Counselor. 


AY, fellows, in almost every commun- 

ity there is a monument to the folly 
of some man who started something he 
could not finish. Not far from where I 
sit just now there’s a pretentious half- 
story of what. might have been a castle if 
completed on the same scale as started. 
Grandly laid out and begun with splendid 


looking granite, it reached halfway up 4 
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the first story windows, then stopped. 
That was years ago. Now the tangled 
vines have grown over it and smothered 
it. Strangers who inquire are told, 
“That’s Dawdler’s Folly.” Mr. Dawdler 
bit off more than he could chew. It’s a 
thetic story — all told in the frontispiece. 
Folks really do not have to ask. In his 
inimitable way our Lord told a parable 
to warn against this very thing. You find 
it in Luke 14: 28-30: “For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, sitteth not 
down first, and counteth the cost, whether 
he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, 
after he hath laid the foundation, and is 
not able to finish it, all that behold it be- 
gin to mock him, saying, This man began 
to build, and was not able to finish.” 
Now, fellows, Moses found himself 
dangerously near to this sort of catas- 
trophe before he had gotten three months 
into that forty-year trip across the wil- 
derness with the Israelites. It looked as 
if he had bitten off more than he could 
chew. The tremendous responsibility of 
leading that vast multitude of men, wo- 
men, and children, with their cattle and 
other belongings, through unknown and 
hostile lands; besides the care for their 
safety, their health, and their food was a 
man-sized job. But in addition to all this, 
they came to Moses with all their differ- 
ences, disputes, and pesky little fusses, 


as well as their com pe a in general. 


When Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came 
out to meet him in the wilderness, he 
found him up to his ears from early 
morning until late at night settling squab- 
bles. Moses went to his tent in the small 
hours of the morning with a depressing 
sense of having left his desk piled up with 
unfinished business. That does not make 
a happy man, nor a good night’s rest. 
Jethro told him he was ruining his health 
and that he would break down if he did 
not start a new plan. Moses adopted the 
suggestion of his father-in-law to dele- 
gate most of that petty business and de- 
tail to selected underbosses, while he 
should handle only the big cases. Big 
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If You Will Help 
By Telling Others 


as suggested in an earlier issue, why 
not tell one of your friends now by 
using the coupon below to send the: 
Times to this friend at our “Get Ac- 
quainted” rate of 10 weeks for 25 cents? 










Then tell others by using our special 
ten- weeks subscription coin-card, a 
supply of which we shall gladly send 
you upon request. 
especially for enclosing a 25-cent piece 
in an envelope, and may be mailed at 
our risk. Please let us know how 
many you would like to have. 


m USE THIS.COUPON Tim: 
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man and important as he was, Moses had 
always an open mind and was willing to 
learn. The plan was logical, and it doubt- 
less relieved the situation very much. 
Later on God gave Moses a new and bet- 
ter plan (Num. 11: 14-17). Look at it. 
But, fellows, all this is not nearly so 
interesting to me as another thing which 
it suggests —a very inspiring thing which 
enables me to look out upon life with 
confidence and high anticipation. It is 
this: I have a Leader who cannot be 
“swamped” by details. He is your Leader, 
too, if you are a Christian. You and I 
are journeying across a wilderness. It is 
an unknown land to us. No two days 
are alike, and every morning thrusts us 
into a new situation — varying only 
slightly sometimes, but varying." Some- 
times come big surprises, calling for quick 
and oy action, Your life and mine are 
mainly filled up with small details. Now 
and ies there is a World Series, but 
for the most part the days are filled with 
small events, one after,another. Decisious 
on little problems are continually con- 
fronting us; sometimes these are far 
more significant than we realize, and on 
their proper handling, later big issues de- 
pen. But the day, made up as a whole, 
es into the record. I am glad our 
Ceader 4 is ever ready to counsel with us 
on instant notice, and his counsel is un- 
erring. All the future is laid out under 
his all-seeing eye. He is never so busy 
or so overwhelmed with other matters 
but that he can advise you and me—or 
just you, or just me. Moreover, he is 
pleased to have us bring every matter to 
him, little or big. Not only the problems, 
but also the things we may think we un- 
derstand, — just lay them out under his 
care. There may be some alterations 
needed which we had not suspected, 
Fellows, this is a marvelous privilege. 
We shall never know just how wonder- 
ful it is until we stand in the clear light 
of his glorious Presence. But we can 
take hold of it today. 
GreENnssoro, N. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “God hath set some in the church 
. helps.” 
2. “But Peter, standing up with the 
eleven.” 


3. “Those women which laboured with 
me in the gospel.” 











SEEMED more lovely than usual — 
that sight of the double semicircle of 
girls in their simple white graduation 
dresses, their facds as fair and fresh as 
the pink roses which overflowed their 
arms, their eyes asparkle with announce- 
ment of all the yearly honors. The 
crowning one of these was the loving- 
cup given to the girl who had rendered 
the most constant and unselfish service 
to her class and school (an honor of 
which none had been aware during the 
year, so there had been no special striving 
after it, only a quiet watch kept by the 
teachers), offered by a mother who 
wanted helpfulness recognized as well as 
intellectual ability. And the face of the 
girl who was so acclaimed? The sight 
of it, when that award was made, was 
evidence enough that it had been justly 
made,—so pure, so free from self- 
consciousness, so happily surprised: just 
dear ! 

Can you help your gitls this week to 
see what joy there is in being just help- 
ers, as Jethro was to Moses? This old 





(Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
[ aur of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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story is but one of many such little side- 
lights to the main stream of Gospel truth 
in the Bible, three of which have been 
suggested. above, in addition to this one, 
as a sort of outline for this lesson. 


1. Have the girls find and read aloud 
that list Paul gave the Corinthian Chris- 
tians of the God-appointed offices in the 
first church (1 Cor, 12:28 to 13:1). It 
begins with the great apostles themselves, 
and includes just that simple word “helps, * 
going on then to show that love is 
the root and secret of them all, and that 
without it all are as empty brass and 
clanging cymbals. And we who know 
that young girl- graduate know that it is 
the-love of Christ in her deepest heart 
that has made that girl the unconscious 
giver of so much beautiful service among 
us, being always everybody’s “helper.” 

2. Then there is that little phrase in 
Acts 2:14, so seldom noticed in that 
account of Peter’s great Pentecostal ser- 
mon, that -.when he stood up to preach to 
that vast multitude in the street of Jeru- 
salem the eleven stood with him — just 
silent helpers, perhaps, but backing up 
every word of his testimony by their very 
presence and faces. Who will say that 
three thousand would have received 
Peter’s message without those eleven 
loyal helpers of his? 


3. Last of all, find and read Paul’s 
loving message of gratitude to those 
Philippian women who, he said, had 
labored with him so faithfully in his 
first work in-the Roman garrison town — 
his very first helpers on European soil, 
and women at that, even as his first 
European convert was a woman (Phil. 
4: 1-3). Paul was very sure that those 
unnamed women had been named above, 
that their names were already written in 
the “book of life.” 

Now there is not a single girl in your 
class who cannot be such a helper, and 
not once or occasionally, but habitually. 
Not a single stich helper will fail of this 
great and final reward, but meantime and 
at once she will begin to reap that im- 
mediate joy that shines in the face and 


‘| speaks in the voice of our girl-graduate, 


who shall be nameless here, but who is 
surely named above, even as Paul’s Phi- 
lippian helpers. F 


Home Study 


Make a list of at least ten ‘helpers to 
great workers found in the Bible. 
Decatur, Ga, | a 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of August 8) 


1. “Would that we had died: by. the neal a 
Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we. sat 
by the flesh-pots, when we did eat. bread. to 
the full” (Exod.. 16 : 3). 

2, An omer (dry measure) was something 
over six pints. 

3. Apparently the people themselves, when 
they cried upon their first sight of it, “man 
hu, man hu,” or “It. is manna” (“What is 
it?”). See marginal reading for Exodus 16: 
1s, American Standard Version. 

4. Christ (John 1: 1-5; 6 : 33-35). 

5. In the sixth chapter of John. 

6. He came down from Heaven, sent of God, 
and gave himself for the life of the world. : 

7. They would have died. ; 

8. See 1 Kings 17 :6; John 6+ 11. 

9. See Exodus 16: 32 and Hebrews 9 : 4. 

10. Life is received, life is sustained, and 
life is glorified, : 

11, Spiritual death. 

12. It was so much easier to gather the food 
for one day than to have carried monthly or 
even weekly stores with them. The food was 
sent by One who would know the needs of the 
bodies he had made. 

13. A lesson of daily trust. “Your father 
knoweth what things ye have need of’’ (Matt. 
6: 8, 32; Luke 12: 30). 

14. Clearly it was the law of the Sabbath 
which had been practically lost (supposedly) 
in the bondage of Egypt. 

15. Jehovah-rapha,- “I am the Losé that 
healeth” (Exodus 15 : 26): 

‘16. Jehovah:jireh, “Jehovah: will see and it 
shall be “provided.” ‘Marginal readings for 
Genesis 22:14. 
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Lesson for August 15 
Exodus 18: 1-27 _ 











The Victorious Life 











Out in the Deep With Jesus 


VICTORIOUS Life Conference in a 

western town had just closed. The 
biessed results of the miracle-working 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ was evi- 
cent on every hand, God had done exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that the leader 
could have hoped. for, but there was one 
regret. A taiented young girl who had 
been attending the meetings had refused 
to yield to the call of God and -to trust 
him with her life. Things had happened 
in the past that stood between her and 
her Lord. : 

Several Christian friends had prayed 
and talked with her for several hours 
the night before, and although she ac- 
knowledged the terrible darkness in which 
she was living, the awful suffering in her 
spirit and her desire to be free, it seemed 
that she could not or would not “let go.” 
The final invitation. had been given, but 
she left the meeting still in her bondage 
and utterly crushed under the weight of it. 

. However, as her friends continued pray- 
.ing for her, God gave real assurance that 
he would bring deliverance. The next 
morning, just before the leader of the 
‘conference was to board the train for 
home, a letter reached the Christian woman 
in whose home some of the meetings had 
been held and where the leader was stay- 
ing. It had been written at 6.45 A. M., 
and it read: 


“I_ have let go the shore-line and am_| 


out in the deep with Jesus, and his grace 

IS sufficient. - : 
“May I never belittle him by doubting. 

It seemed that I was doubting myself, 

it was he. 
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“A glorious day has dawned for me.” 
What a wonderful: Saviour is Jesus, our 


Lord! Are you out in the deep with him? 


"4 
Calendar of Conferences 


Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, “August 9 
to 1§.—Victorious Life Conference. For rates 
and information address Mrs. C, F. Groth, 
12314 Ingomar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Keswick, N. J., August 21 to 29.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room for con- 
ference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 ad- 
ditional. 





Except as noted above, all applications for 
accommodations should be sent to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 8 Stafford Building, 
zr14 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Reserva- 
tions cannot be made-unless accompan'-d by 
registration fee. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane; Jr. 





August 22. Bible Teachings About Prayer. 
Phil. 4:6, 7; Heb. 4: 14-16. 
August 29. How Can We Make Business 
Thoroughly Christian? 1: Tim. 6: 17-19. 
September 5. Christian Ideals and How to 
Reach Them. Phil, 3-: 12-14; 4:8, 9 
(Consecration meeting.) 

September 12. What Is the Church and What 
Should It Be Doing? Eph. 2: 17-22; Matt. 
28: 16-20, 


Sunday, August 15 
How Can We Prevent Waste? 
(Luke 15 : 11-32; John 6 : 1-13) 





Mon.—Use time aright (Eph. 5 : 15-22). 

Tues.—Use judgment (Matt. 7 : 6). 
. Wed.—Right use of money (Luke 12: 
‘ 15-21). 

Thurs.—By foresight (Prov. 6 : 6-11). 
Fri.—By using what we have (Matt. as: 


24-30). 
Sat.—By frugality (: Kings 17 : 1-16). 











How may we prevent waste of time? 
How may we prevent waste in business 7? 
How is effort sometimes waste? 


HERE are two kinds of waste,— the 
active and the passive kind. We may 
actively waste by: squandering our money, 
our time, our energy, by using these gifts 


from our heavenly Father in the wrong} 


way and toward ends that do not glorify 


‘him, On the other hand, we may pas- 
sively waste by idling, by sluggishness or | 


laziness, or by failing to take advantage 
of the opportunities for service that he 
brings to us. « 


Perhaps these questions suggested by 
Roy L. Smith in his book, “Sentence Ser- 
mons,” may help us to see some of the 
ways in which we are in danger of wast- 
ing time: 


“What could you do— 


With the time you wasted on cheap 
amusements ? 

With the mental energy you squan- 
dered in a fit of anger? 

With the will power expended in 
mere stubbornness? 

With the money thrown away on that 
which gives no satisfaction? 

With the opportunity you miss while 
out looking for luck? 

With the good name that evil com- 
panions stole away from you? 

With the hours spent’ in acquiring a 
wasteful habit?” ~ 


Contrast ‘these questions with the posi- 
tive side: 
“You have not wasted— 
The courtesy you have shown a cus- 
tomer. . 
The attention you have shown your 
mother. 
The flowers you have sent toa sick 
friend. . 
The time you spent in worship. 
The effort invested in training a 
talent. ‘ 
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The strerigth spent-in lifting another’s 
burden, Me 


The praise you gave to a faithful em- 
ployee.” 


Wasting, then, may be either neglecting 
to use our: time, Our money, our energy 
in the channels God has planned for our 
lives, or it may be using these gifts in 
channels other than. those that God has 
planned that we use them, 


we 
But how shall we guard against waste? 
Since our heavenly Father has planned 
our lives, and since he has endowed us 
with all the gifts and talents that we 
possess, is it unreasonable that we should 
go to him for wisdom. as to how to use 
these talents and gifts aright? God's 
Word is full of heavenly economy. Na- 
ture bears her silent witness to the fact 
that nothing has been wasted by the Cre- 
ator. He is lavish in his gifts, but never 
-wasteful. All that true science has been 
able to learn is but additional testimony 
to the fact that’ God wastes nothing, and 
if man will but turn to him he will learn 
the lesson of divine economy. 
we 


Are there not three realms in which 
wastefulness. must be guarded against,— 
the realm of the heart; of the mind, and 
of the will? First we must have the 
heart-desire to prevent waste in our own 
lives before we can learn economy. And 
God’s Word teaches us that he will 
create in us a new heart, with a desire to 
serve him and walk in his ways, 

Then we must be able to distinguish 
between the right activity for our 
Lord and the wasteful dissipation of 
energy in unprofitable service. We must 
discriminate between, needful rest and 
idleness. We need a keen sense of values 
in the spending of our money, even though 
we may not have much to spend. Here 
again ’s Word tells us that if we lack 
wisdom, we should ask of him, and he will 
‘give abundantly. 

But having a God-given desire to do 


to discern rightly is not enough. We 
heed: a God-energized- will to’ carry out 
‘the promptings of our heart and mind. 
Paul expres this when in Romans 
7 he said that the things he did not wish 


God’s will and a God-given intelligence’ 
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to do were the things that he did, and the 
things that he wished to do those he did 
not. 

But here again God’s Word tells us that 
the victory may be ours through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that by his indwelling 
we may have transformed hearts and 
minds and wills, pleasing unto God and 
fitted to serve him acceptably. 

+ 4 

What am I doing that is wasteful, in my 
relationship to God? 

What am I not doing that he wishes me 
to do? _ 

Am I willing to have any waste places in 
my life transformed into usefulness for him? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Dr. Pace’s Speaking 
Engagements 


S A matter of information and interest 
to many Sunday School Times read- 

érs who have been following with prayer 
the speaking engagements of E. J. Pace, 
D.D., the well-known and beloved car- 
toonist of The Sunday School Times, the 
following list of his engagements for the 
next few months is given. Dr. Pace is 
devoting practically his entire time to 
Bible conference work throughout the 
country, and he may be communicated 
with at any of the addresses given below. 

Monmouth, Ill, July 36 to August 7.—United 
Presbyterian Bible Conference. 

Augusta, Mich., August 8-14.—Gull Lake 
Bible Conference, Midland Park. 

Muskoka Lakes, Ont:, Can., August 16-22.— 
Canadian Keswick. 

Toronto, Can., August 23-27.—Address care 
of S. I. M., 860 College Avenue. : 

Hamilton, Ont., Can., August 28, 29.—Gospel 
Tabernacle. Address care of the Rev. J. N. 
Millar. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., September 5-12.—Ad< 
dress care of E. J. Smitter. 

York, Pa., September 14-17.—Address care of 
Dr. Wm. Weakley. 

Elizabethville, Pa., September 19-24.—Ad-< 
dress care of the Rev. I, W. Funk. 

Springfield, I1., October 3-15.—Address care 
of the Rev. H. Hildebrandt, Seventh and En 
terprise. 





ON YOUR 


Thesd>-cluagee tne whin seu cen, 
Think before you go, and 


Take along a book or two 


VACATION 


*] wish I had a good book to read.” 
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Genesis and Yourself 
By CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


This book shows that Genesis has a message for 
the twentieth century that can be found in no other 
Soaks of the Pa. wn rong for Syretienal cme 
and practical application. Former! ublished 
“ Messages for the Morning Watch.” ian $1.25 


China Chats 
Compiled by F. F. HELMER 


of the China Inland Mission. ‘Taiks with children 
about BAS y Ghing'é coon Folks.” See in a 
lively, vivid style that will keep every one interested 
wea norte.” With 4o illusteations, 1 


Every Member Evangelism 
By. J... E.. CONANT, D.D. 


The revised.edition of this great revival book. 
“If every pastor and three church members in each 
church in the | were provided with this: book 
and mastered its contents, such a revival would 
probably result as North America has never tiso 

1.50 





ae cera oan 


A Message from Mt. Lebanon 
By LAYYAH A. BARAKAT 
A new edition of the stirring life story of a Syrian 


girl. The book has a helpful message for ull who 
chafe over obstacles in their way. $1.28 


And God Spake These Words 
By W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAs, D.D. 
A last volume by this beloved dean of Bible teach- 


ers. ‘Tells how we got our Bible and why we believe 
it is God’s Word. $1.25 


| Mounting Up with Wings 


By NORTHCOTE DECK 


of the Solomon Islands. Precious devotional stud- 
ies by a pioneer missionary. $128 


Visions of Christ ~ 
By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE 
"Addresses delivered at the Jubilee Keswick Con- 
vention, 1925. . $2 


Please add 10 percent for postage 





have time to enjoy it. 





| A good book is most enjoyable when you 


Vacation’s the time! 
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SONGS OF FAITH_ 
And Triumph 


New and old songs of a Faith that surely will triumph 
over the doubts of today as it did yesterday and shall 


tomorrow. 
160 


tical, devotional and Script i fon Ss 
: pyal i to the Word, True to tne Be aed 


A free copy (25 cent edition) sent to any 5 or 
Society intending to — new books. ($15.00 per 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 
218 S. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for bookiet 16, 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mae ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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BRONZE ILI 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
ast. 9). 608 WY. Sith Bt., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Coll Piates,etc. 


oe Bie cise 





























WANTED 


An experienced, thoroughly trained, evangelical 
teacher of Christian Ped Redago BY Excellent opportunity 
for a man with strong qualifications. Address, giving 
eferences and detailed particulars as to fitness, 

+ care of 802 Witherspoon Bidg., Phila., Pa. 


Wanted: Two high school teachers 
and one experienced teacher for a county school 


An unusual opportunity for Christian service, 
Principal, Toccoa Falls Institute, ‘Toccoa Falls, Ga, 


Cuticura Soap 


Best for Baby 


Rese, Pintment, Tecam oold 
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The Out-of-Doors Club 


By SAMUEL ScovILLE, Jr. 


A ‘‘slip-in-your-pocket” volume of 
171 pages. Full of ‘‘desperate adven- 
tures”—for the youngsters and for your- 
self, witha father and his children in 








the fascinating out-of-doors, Fully il- 
lustrated. 
Cloth, $1.50; postage, 12 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 


When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


= 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Far-Reaching Results 
from Soul-Winning 


W Ho can tell what may result from 
the winning to Christ of a single 
soul? A Canadian reader of this de- 
partment wrote recently as follows: 

“When I feel discouraged I think of 
my great-grandfather, who was con- 
verted out of a very worldly family. 
He has about one hundred and twenty 
descendants living today, and only two 
or three of them can reasonably be 
doubted to be Christians. Many are mis- 
sionaries. Seven of his great-grand- 
children are missionaries. If the man 
who led my great-grandfather to Christ 
had never done anything else, and had 
been taken away in his prime, would he 
have lived in vain?” 

(See “Prayer Suggestions” below.) 





August 9 to 15 
Mon.—Exodus 18:1-12. Jethro Visits Moses. 


We can easily imagine Jethro as say- 
ing (vs. 9-11): “I have fully believed all 
along that the Lord was able to deliver 
and would deliver his people Israel, but 
this confirms it. Now I know beyond 
the shadow of a doubt that the Lord is 
God, greater than all gods.” Have you 
ever had a like experience? 

Prayer Succestions: Have you read 
the Introduction? Pray that you, too, 
may have abiding fruit to your account. 
“He that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 
11:30). “And they that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness 
us the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 
12:3). 

Tues.—Exodus 18 : 13-24. 
Jethro’s Wise Counsel. 
ehovah,” 


says Scofield (Scofield 


Re erence Bible, Pp. 93), “entirely ignored | 


this worldly-wise organization, substi- 
tuting His own order (comp, Num. 11: 
14-17).” 
commentators believe that Jethro spoke 
“under the immediate inspiration of God,” 
and then left it to Moses (v. 23) to 
choose or reject the plan; and Moses 
chose it as being God’s revealed plan 


} until further light was given. 


Prayer SuccEsTiIons: A certain Chris- 
tian worker remarked recently in the 
presence of the writer that at the be- 
ginning of the preceding week he felt 
greatly distressed because he was speak- 
ing to so few souls about their salva- 
tion. He made it a subject of earnest 
prayer. 
persons, 
Christ. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 12 ;: 1-11. 
Diversities of Gifts. 


In Moses’ time and in ours there were 
and are diversities of gifts. Moses 
governed, but at a critical time Jethro 
was a “help” (v. 28). Comparatively 
few in the early Church were apostles, 
or prophets, or teachers, but many were 
helpers, and each had some gift (y. It 
the “same Spirit” giving, the “same Lord” 
administering, the “same God” operating 
through all. Unity and solidarity! 


and one definitely accepted 








But Adam Clarke and other: 


That week he spoke io five| 





Prayer Succestions: Reread  yester- 
day’s Prayer Suggestions. Does the 
soul-winning poverty of your own life 
ever distress you? Have you prayed 
about it?. There are three things (among 
others) that should characterize EVERY 
true believer: the fruit of the Spirit; 
prayer #n the Spirit; witnessing in the 
Spirit’s power. 

Thurs.—1 Corinthians 12 ; 12-31. 
Working Together. 

No member of a perfectly normal 
physical body ever attacks, or even at- 
tempts to nullify, the effort of any other 
member. To do so would evidence ab- 
normality or derangement. Is not the 
body of Christ sadly “deranged,” seeing 
that its professing members live in such 
constant strife and contention? Is there 
“disease” somewhere? See 1 Corinth- 
ians 1:10; also Philippians 4: 2. 


Prayer Svuacestions: The Sunday 
School Times has not far from a half 
million readers. Suppose that EVERY ONE 
were to resolve that he would let the 
Lord use him to the full limit for a 
single week as a personal witness. Can 
you imagine the results? Might it not 
be that thousands of souls would be 
brought to Christ? Pray about it. 


Fri.—Matthew 25 : 14-29. 
The Parable of the Talents. 


The unprofitable servant didn’t do any- 
thing against his master; he simply did 
nothing for him. The Lord isn’t satis- 
fied with a merely negative life. He 
requires moral positiveness. “I never 
did God or man any harm.” This is 
equivalent to saying at last, “I hid my 
talent in the earth.” But note the tragic 
result (vs. 26-30). 

PraYER SucGcesTions: Reread Thurs- 
day’s Prayer Suggestions. Suppose that 
instead of one week, the Lord had full 
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soul-winning possession of EVERY MEMBER i 


of our great Times family FirTy-TWwOe 


WEEKS EACH YEAR, might it not os 


an aggregate of a half million or mofe 
souls brought to Christ every year? =. 
Are not many of us 
ants’? Pray! 
Sat.—1 Corinthians 3 : 10-15, 
Wise Master Builders. 
The believer “shall not come into judg- 


ment” for his past sins, but all his present . 


works will be tested before. pel ju 
~— of Christ. 


r build upon, 


No true 







LY» 
Soundation™; . 







silver, precious phones’ — me 
glorifying motwmes, but also” souls 
outside. of. Che rr INFINITE 

BILITIES Waitin, power from 
that shall rant them into® 
silver, precious stones” of the ae 

and build them 4 the one enduring. fou 
dation! Pray, 
Sun.—Psalm 100: Jehovah Our Counselor. 

God counsels and guides his children, 
not alone or evett.. primarily os ae in} 
impressions or outward circumsta vets 
but primarily by Spirit throug 
Word operating through an ilwmna 
and sanctified judgment. Mrs. f 
chapter on Guidance in “The Chri s 
Secret of a Happy Life” is a. noel 
ful one on this subject. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray 4 the 
thousands who, if they éould, wo ask 
prayer for guidance. There are “tee 
who are perplexed and Rete 
some who are almost in despair. 
number of these is very great. Af¥e t% 
one? While you pray for others, ‘others 
are praying for you. 
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Re ief and Sustentation. 
They are absolutely safe! 


aries i 


As High As 9% 


rrge rs by the General Assembly 
aid on the Annuity Bonds of the Board of Ministerial 


The income'is paid quarterly, or semi-annually! 


They give you a share in caring for ministers and mission- 
if disabled or in their old age! 


They possess every advantage found in any Annuity Bond! 





Write today to 








Rev. Joun H. Gross, D.D.,' Treasurer 


Presbyterian Board of Ministerial Relief and Sustentation 


900-N, ‘Witherspoon Building—Philadelphia, Pa. 














INTERDENOMINATIONAL! 


EVANGELICAL! 


EVANGELISTIC ! 


The National Bible Institute 


340-348 West 55th Street, New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, President. 


B. ALLEN REED, Registrar. HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


COURSES OF STUDY 
I, THEOLOGICAL, A three-year course preparing for the work of the Gospel Ministry. 
Il, MISSIONARY. A three-year course combining Theology, Bible and Medicine. 


’ HI. GOSPEL MUSIC. 


V. CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ BIBLE COURSE 


IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SECRETARIAL. VI. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL 
New fire-proof building with every convenience, situated at the heart of New York City. 


Tuition Free. Room and Board at reasonable rates. 


Opportunities for self-help. 


Catalogue and farther information will be sent on Tequest 











RALLY! 


A September Rally Day observed in your Sundav 
school—means the beginning of an enthusiastic anf 
fruitful year. 


RALLY! RALLY! 


Plan to send an invitation to every member and 


friend of your church and school ! 


Invitation Post Cards for all departments $1.00 per 100 
Write for complete 1926 Rally Day List—Music—New Novelty Invitations— 


“unprofitable serve ™ 


but alas, he can_ bi id a ‘gu rstructure 
(“wood, -hay, bie,” _selighemotir ed 
materials) whollysunworthy of the foun- 
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